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Person of the Year 

I read "This Is Mark Bingham" [Janu- 
ary 22] on the train after having 
spent Christmas with my family, and 
I must say it was truly wonderful and 
touching. The article showed the 
depth Mark had and the kind of per- 
son he was. Reading how he was 
such an outgoing person, it is no sur- 
prise that he took the daring steps he 
deemed necessary and that he truly 
is a hero in every sense of the word I 



savagely kill her partner, Diane 
Whipple, then taking unprecedented 
steps to see that justice is done on 
behalf of her partner. 

If your choice of candidates was 
limited to those involved or affected 
by the September 11 attacks, let's 
look at gay chaplain Mychal Judge, 
who died in the line of duty giving 
last rites to a dying fireman when 
one of the towers collapsed. Not 
only was he a hero at the time of the 
attacks, he was a hero on a daily 



"It's imperative for the 
world to know that it was 
a gay man who helped 
save our nation's capital." 



— DOUG PACKER, Orlando, Flo. 




was very touched to see how many 
individuals he'd had an effect on and 
how close he was with his friends. 

Choosing Person of the Year 
must be a difficult task when you 
consider the many individuals who 
have made huge accomplishments 
throughout the past year. In a way, 
they all deserve recognition, but 
there is no doubt Mark Bingham was 
the right choice. 

Greg M. Clark, via the Internet 

What a beautiful picture to see on 
the cover of your double issue: Mark 
Bingham as Person of the Year! You 
made my day! I am sure his family is 
proud too. Although his life has been 
lost, his wonderful spirit is still here. 
Frances Local, via the Internet 

Mark Bingham as Person of the Year 
seems a little far-fetched. I think 
other "heroes" are just as qualified. 
Take Mary Cheney, who proudly in- 
cluded her partner, Heather Poe, at 
her father's vice presidential inaugu- 
ration. How about Sharon Smith, 
subjected to the unmitigated gall of 
her neighbors' allowing their dogs to 



basis by helping all in need. 

How about all the people who are 
out there fighting for equal rights for 
those of us in committed relation- 
ships who seek the same considera- 
tions given other married couples? 
How about those who daily work to 
support a sick and ailing partner, 
then go home to nurse them in what- 
ever possible way to make their last 
days more bearable and comfort- 
able? The sacrifices of so many oth- 
ers in so many different circum- 
stances leave me to believe that you 
could have found a more deserving 
and appropriate Person of the Year. 

Butch Wright, Atlanta, Go. 

Thanks so much for naming my 
buddy Mark Bingham as your Per- 
son of the Year. In light of what Jerry 
Falwell had to say about September 
11, it's imperative for the world to 
know that it was indeed a gay man 
who helped save our nation's capital 
from utter destruction. Mark was 
my hero, my superman, my dream 
man. If anyone was touched by the 
hand of God, it was Mark Bingham 
Dong Packer, Orlando, Flo. 



Bingham was certainly courageous. 
But his being gay had nothing to do 
with his decisions and actions. If The 
Advocate is going to select a Person 
of the Year at all, I would think it 
would be someone who advanced 
equality, justice, and nondiscrimina- 
tion. Choosing Bingham is a slight to 
all those who really do something for 
gay rights and a slight against Bing- 
ham himself. Because I am quite cer- 
tain he didn't do what he did because 
he was gay or that he even stopped 
to think about his sexuality when 
making his decisions. He took the ac- 
tions he did because, gay or straight, 
he was a man of courage. Shame on 
you for not selecting someone 
whose actions and courage actually 
had to do with their being queer! 

Brace Skeaff. Toronto, Canada 

True love 

Your article "Life Goes On" [January 
22] was possibly the best article 
you have ever had in The Advocate. 
It was excellently written and 
brought me to tears. The true love of 
the couples in the article would 
move anyone to understand that a 
true partnership does not have to 
consist of only a man and a woman. 
Michael Maes, via the Internet 

Picture-perfect 

To the wonderful gay and lesbian 
New York City firefighters and police 
officers pictured in "We Were There" 
[January 22]: Thank you for your 
presence in The Advocate. All I have 
from September 11 is sorrow for a 
dear friend who was in the World 
Trade Center and love for all of you 
who are carrying on, as you must. 
Thank you for your courage, human- 
ity, compassion, faith, and strength 

And an extra special thank-you to 
Tom Ryan and Edgar Rodriguez for 
the kiss pictured on page 55. What 
an incredible photo! 

J. Graigory, Quiver City, Calif. 

Remembering Lance 

Lance Loud's commentary touched 
me deeply ["Lance Loud: A Death in 
An American Family," January ^ 
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Reader comments from www.advocate.com 

■ "Neither increased nor decreased. Unlike the twin towers, the AIDS plague is still a 
fixture on the landscape." 

■ "I have decreased my donations because I feel that the victims of the September 1 1 
attack are in much more need of money." 

haven't increased or decreased. I just haven't given. I'm tired of all these groups 
calling me at dinner time. Obviously, if you've given to an organization before, that 
means they have the right to contact you any time they want." 

■ "Approximately 3,000 people died on September 1 1 from human terrorists. 
About that many people have died every day for the last 20 years from this 
viral terrorist. It's simple arithmetic." 

■ "Lesbians will keep on giving unselfishly to AIDS organizations regard- 
less of what else is happening." 



22]. It reminded me that we must 
never forget what AIDS has done 
and continues to do. More so than 
any terrorist, AIDS is with us while 
infecting/affecting/altering people's 
lives. Sadly, it seems to have woven 
itself too finely into society's fabric. 

To Lance: Your life hasn't been 
wasted. You have contributed to a 
deeper understanding of this terrible 
disease. No life is without meaning. I 
love you, my gay brother. 

Anthony Trocchia, Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Loud has irritated me since 1973. I 
have never seen him as anything 
more than an obnoxious, flaming 
queen who has done nothing but 
give us gay men a bad rep. 

Joe Bonafede, San Francisco, Calif. 

Lance Loud was and will remain a 
role model for the entire GLBT com- 
munity for generations to come. No 
macho posturing, no seeking soci- 
ety's acceptance — he was proud to 
be gay and rejected the demand for 
gender-role conformity. 

In another America, where all of 
our freedom fighters would be val- 
ued and honored, the day of Lance's 
death would be a national day of 
mourning. As it is, we in the GLBT 
community can honor his memory 
by being out and courageously wag- 



ing that daily battle against our own 
internalized homophobia 

Mick Ellis, Washington, D.C. 

The AIDS wars 

Nothing indicates the level of hyste- 
ria behind the jailing of David Pas- 
quarelli and Michael Petrelis more 
than the overzealous comments of 
Jeff Getty and Jeff Sheehy ["Not-So- 
Civil War," January 22]. Comparing 
Pasquarelli and Petrelis to Al Qaeda 
members and accusing them of 
being not activists but terrorists — 
one wonders what planet Getty and 
Sheehy live on. Irate phone calls and 
clogging the mayor's office hardly 
qualify as acts of terrorism. 

Do we not have the right to de- 
mand from local and federal public 
health officials honest reporting? If 
authorities respond with jail time for 
those who simply ask questions, 
then we are all in trouble. 

Ronnie Burk, Brooklyn, N.Y. 

Rather than report in-depth on the 
violence, threats, stalking, breaking 
of restraining orders, and, yes, terror- 
ism (bomb threats are terrorism last 
time I checked), you instead go with 
some "he said, she said" drivel that 
panders to AIDS denialism and criti- 
cizes AIDS prevention. Next I read 



Lance Loud's incredibly moving last 
words before losing his battle with 
hepatitis C. I wonder, are both these 
articles in the same magazine? Sur- 
vive AIDS, an all-volunteer activist 
group, has spent the last four years 
trying to get liver transplants for 
folks like Lance. This work has been 
continuously disrupted by harass- 
ment and threats of violence from 
none other than the two criminals 
you so glibly give voice to — in a 
story that treats their felonies as 
some wacky San Francisco civil war. 
Well, dun, connect the dots. 

Jeff Getty, via the Internet 

I read with alarm about the arrest of 
Petrelis and Pasquarelli. The central 
message of AIDS prevention is being 
obscured while both sides play "No! 
Look at me!" The rate of HTV infec- 
tion is increasing, and none of the 
bitchy rhetoric in San Francisco is 
helping to make the gay men of 
America realize it all boils down to 
personal responsibility. I've worked 
in a grassroots AIDS care program 
since 1985, and, frankly, I'm disgust- 
ed. God, help me, but I'm starting to 
think that gay men stupid enough to 
get infected through sex in this day 
and age might just be getting what 
they deserve. 

Mike Hughes, Atascadero, Calif. 



Please keep letters brief and to the point; we reserve the right to edit all letters as deemed necessary. Letters must include the home address and phone number of the 
writer and should be sent to Letters to the Editor, The Advocate, P.O. Box 4371, Los Angeles, CA 90078; faxed to (323) 467-6805; or E-mailed to letters@advocate.com. 
We cannot respond to letters individually. For general information, send an E-mail to info@advocate.com with info typed in the subject line of your message. 
Find more letters and the unabridged versions of some of these letters on the Web at www.advocate.com . 
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Till death do us part 



Lois Marrero and I met in 1986 while working at the Tampa 
police department. Lois had been an officer for four years, 
and I was a new recruit. Initially Lois and I were just friends. I 
admired her because she was so very passionate about life. 
Eventually she and I fell in love and realized we were soul 
mates. One day in 1990 1 asked her, "Would you consider spend- 



ing the rest of your life with me?" She 
told me, "I would like that very 
much." Lois moved in, and on May 
25, 1991, we held a commitment cer- 
emony at the Metropolitan Commu- 
nity Church in St. Petersburg. That 
was the happiest day of my life. I 
know she felt the same way. 

For more than 10 years we were 
inseparable. Every morning I told 
Lois, "I love you more today than 
yesterday." She always replied, "Me 
too." We both loved sports, we 
worked out together daily, we volun- 
teered at the Tampa AIDS Network. 
We went to as many spring training 
baseball games as we could. Lois 
loved Disney World and the Orlando 
Miracle, the women's basketball 
team. She often said, "Let's go to Or- 
lando." I'd tell her, "You need to rest 
sometimes," but she'd answer, 
"When you die you can sleep." 

Then came July 6, 2001. 

Lois was so happy that summer 
morning, looking forward to a Mira- 
cle game we had tickets for after 
work. I phoned her at about 9 a.m. to 
see how her day was going. At 10:03 
a.m. she sent a message to my beep- 
er, like she often did — the numbers 
45683968, for "I love you." 

Later we talked briefly, in what 
would be our last conversation. I 
hoard the dispatcher on hor police 
radio. Lois said, "I've got to hurry." I 
said, "Be careful, I love you." She 
replied, "I love you too." 

For lunch a bunch of us bought 
sandwiches to eat at the station. 
Minutes later a lieutenant walked 



into the office. From the look on his 
face, we knew something terrible 
had happened. He glanced at me 
and then quickly looked away. My 
heart sank. He motioned for Betsy, 



urn 



another policewoman, to come out- 
side. I said, "Something's happened 
to Lois." When Betsy returned, she 
knelt down in front of me. I said, 
"All I need to know is whether she's 
still alive." Betsy just started sob- 
bing. I was devastated. 

Lois was gunned down by a bank 
robbery suspect as she chased him 
into a parking lot. She was the first 
Tampa policewoman to be killed in 
the line of duty, just 40 years old. On 
her finger was the gold wedding ring 
we each wore, inscribed with the 
date of our ceremony and the words 
Forever Loved. 



I was taken to the hospital where 
Lois's body was brought. Mayor Dick 
Greco, police chief Bennie Holder, 
and the top brass were there. They 
all knew about our relationship and 
wanted to help me any way they 
could. The department helped me 
make arrangements. Thousands of 
officers stood at attention outside 
her funeral. At the end Chief Holder 
took the American flag that had been 
draped over Lois's coffin and placed 
it, folded, in my lap; everyone treated 
me as the spouse. 

But after the funeral, things 
changed with Lois's family. We had 
been close, but when I applied for 
Lois's pension as the surviving 
spouse — which would have been 
half Lois's salary for the rest of my 
life, probably about $500,000— the 
family opposed me and sought the 
benefits themselves. 

In August the pension board 
unanimously turned me down, vot- 
ing to award Lois's pension contri- 
butions, about $50,000, to her estate; 
since Lois and I never made a will, 
the money goes to her blood rela- 
tives. Her family also demanded that 
I turn over a lot of personal things: 
Lois's clothes, photo albums, diplo- 
mas. They're even trying to claim 
the car she used, though we both 
helped buy it. 

Other than making a will, Lois 
and I couldn't have done any more 
to make sure we were treated as 
spouses, because we weren't al- 
lowed to marry. I'm fighting the pen- 
sion board's rejection of spousal 
benefits, and my appeal will be 
heard February 26. Lois was a fight- 
er. If I had been killed instead, Lois 
would have demanded to be treated 
like any other spouse. She fought 
for justice. Now it's my turn. ■ 

As told to Peter Freiberg. Maslibum 
ivrnains a police officer in Tampa, Fla. 



Lois was gunned down by a bank robbery suspect. On her finger was the 
gold wedding ring we each wore, inscribed with the words Forever Loved. 
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"Questions about 
my sexuality, I 
guess, will always 
be questions.... 
I wouldn't even 
address it I would 
just say, 'Mind your 
fucking b 



»»» 



— Luther Vandross, interviewed on BET's Journeys 
in Black, Januarys 



.1 told [Arianna] about my 
deepest secret — being bisexual. 
She fully accepted it and me." 

— Michael Huffington, responding to his ex- wife's charge 
that she didn 7 know he was bisexual when they got 
married, as quoted in the February issue of W 




"Kevin is probably the most charming man who walks 
the planet. He's the Oscar Wilde of our times." 

—Russell Crowe, on Kevin Spacey (left), as quoted on USA Weekend.com 



"If we all came out [on Queer as Folk], what 
would the last season be? M of us attending 
the GLAAO Awards?" 

— Actor Hal Sparks, on why he wants Michael, 
his QAF character, to stay closeted at work, as 
quoted on TVGuide.com, January 3 
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comedy superstars of our community. Here is your opportunity 
to enjoy the Caribbean by day, and the best in women's 
entertainment by night. 

• Kate Clinton • Vickie Shaw 

• Suzanne Westenhoefer • Li sa Koch 

• Marga Gomez . Amy Boyd 

• Karen Williams 

And if it's adventure you hunger for, a fun-lover's paradise 
awaits you. You'll find water sports, volleyball, golf, and some 
of the best snorkeling and scuba diving imaginable. If you've 
been waiting for the perfect island getaway, this is it! 

Prices start at $1499 
Call for details or visit www.olivia.com 

For a full listing of our 2002-2003 vacations 
call for a FREE catalog 

800-631-6277 
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WINTER GAMES 



Olympic-size 
closet 



Where are all the out 
lesbian and gay athletes at 
the 2002 Winter Olympics 
in Salt Lake City? 




When the Olympic contenders march on Salt 
Lake City's Rice-Eccles Stadium for the 
February 8 opening ceremonies to the Win- 
ter Games, they will be strutting proudly 
behind flags from around the world. But it 
appears that none of these athletes will be waving the rain- 
bow flag — openly gay and lesbian athletes seem to be con- 
spicuously absent from this year's sports extravaganza. 

Though the absence of out athletes is disappointing, 
it isn't altogether surprising, says Jim Buzinski, editor of 
the online magazine Outsports.com. For one thing, he 
says, the winter version is about one fourth the size of 
the Summer Games — which in years past have featured 
out athletes such as Amelie Mauresmo and David Pich- 
ler. So it makes sense that there might be fewer out ath- 
letes in Salt Lake City. 

However, Buzinski and others agree that persistent 
homophobia in the sports world contributes to the lack of 
openly gay and lesbian Olympic contenders. "Sports is one 
of the last great bastions of homophobia," says Buzinski, 
adding that he's reported in the past on some Olympic 
teams that have pressured their openly gay members to 
keep quiet. In fact, Buzinski says, officials at the 2000 Sum- 



mer Games in Sydney censored a biographical sketch of 
Danish handball player Camilla Andersen in which Ander- 
sen mentioned she had married her partner, Norwegian 
handball player Mia Hundvin, under Danish law. 

Another factor is that athletes are painfully conscious 
of the financial repercussions that coming out might cost 
them. "There's a great fear that being out will ruin a 
future career or chances for product endorsements," 
Buzinski says. 

But there's much more to the absence of out Olympians 
than that. "These are young elite athletes who tend to be 
one-dimensional," Buzinski says. "Everything's about their 
sport. They've spent their whole lives training for this sin- 
gle event. For most of them, coming out would just be a 
distraction." — Mubarak Dahir 



Summer has been Kinder 
to openly gay athletes. 
Swimmer David Pichler 
(far left) and tennis 
player Amelie Mauresmo 
were both out at the 
2000 Games in Sydney. 




Gay TV networks heading for a channel near you | Page 17 ► 
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The Nation 



LEGISLATION 



Pataki states his support 



Activists and conservatives alike 
cheered New York governor 
George Pataki at his State of the 
State address January 9 as the 
Republican called on legislators 
to pass the Sexual Orientation 
Non-Discrimination Act during 
the 2002 legislative session. 
"There is no place in our society 
for bigotry, intolerance, or ha- 
tred," the governor said, prompt- 
ing a standing ovation. 

Pataki's support left activists 
anything but speechless. "These 
remarks. . .and the impressive 
show of bipartisan support for 
them are historic," said an enthu- 
siastic Joe Grabarz, executive 
director of the gay rights group 
Empire State Pride Agenda 




Pataki wants gays protected by law. 




COURT 

Dog-mauling trial begins 

Nearly a year to the day after 
Diane Whipple was fatally 
mauled by two presa canario dogs in 
the hallway of her San Francisco 
apartment building, the criminal trial 
against the animals' owners began, 
on January 24 in Los Angeles, where 
Judge James L Warren moved the 
case for impartial jury selection. The 
defendants, Marjorie Knoller and 
Robert Noel, are each charged with 
involuntary manslaughter and keep- 
ing vicious dogs. Knoller also faces a 
second-degree murder indictment 



Noel (left) and Knoller, owners of the 
dogs that killed Whipple 

After the criminal case ends, the 
couple will also face a wrongful 
death suit in a separate civil case, 
brought by Whipple's domestic 
partner, Sharon Smith. Kate 
Kendell of the National Center for 
Lesbian Rights, who is representing 
Smith in the civil case, praised War- 
ren's January 15 refusal to grant the 
defendants' request for separate 
criminal trials, which she says 
would have caused "an inordinate 
delay" in proceeding with Smith's 
case. — Dan Allen 



AIDS 

Disability as a moving 
target 

A January 8 Supreme Court deci- 
sion limiting the scope of the 
Americans With Disabilities Act 
could make the workplace a tougher 
place for people with HTV. 

In the case, which involved a 
former assembly-line worker with 
carpal tunnel syndrome, the court 
ruled that "merely having an impair- 
ment does not make one disabled for 
the purposes of the ADA." 

This may limit the ability of peo- 
ple with HIV to seek ADA assis- 
tance — either for protection from 
discrimination or for workplace 
accommodations, according to 
Lambda Legal Defense and Educa- 
tion Fund. 

The court is leaning toward a 
definition of disability that Ls not 
only a moving target but also a very 
small one," Lambda's Catherine 
Hanssens said. "It's getting harder 
for people with I IIY to liit that 
mark." — Boh Adams 



POLITICS 

Maryland's Maggie makes 
her mark 



M; 



I aggie Mcintosh already had the distinc- 
tion of being the first female majority 
leader of the Maryland house of representa- 
tives. Now she is also the state's first legis- 
lator to come out of the closet. A strong 
advocate of gay rights for all of her nearly 
10 years in office, Mcintosh never publicly 
acknowledged her personal connection to 
the issue until an October speech on the 
state's newly 
enacted antidis- 
crimination law. 
There were no 
press accounts of 
her coming-out, 
however, until 
T?ie Washington 
Blade reported 
on it in early 
January. 
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PEOPLE 

Touched by an angel 

Greg Henson has more than one 
reason to thank Sharon Stone this 
Valentine's Day. Not only did the gay- 
friendly diva officiate at the Novem- 
ber commitment ceremony in which 
Henson married his partner, Jeff 
Brooks, but Henson believes she was 
instrumental in helping him recover 
from skin cancer. 

Henson, an interior designer who 
owns an upscale home furnishings 
store in San Francisco, was recover- 
ing from an operation to remove a 
malignant polyp from his face two 
years ago when the actress met him 



while shopping in his store. 

"She said, 'Wow, what happened to 
you?'" Henson recalls. "We got to 
talking, and she performed reiki [a 
New Age method that uses personal 
energy to heal] on me right there in 
the store. And you know what? It 
worked." 

It was a bonding experience, and 
Henson says that when he and Brooks 
decided to get married, Stone was a 
natural choice to officiate the ceremo- 
ny. "If it hadn't been for her, I might 
not be alive today," says Henson. 
"We have a lot to thank her for." 




Stone and happy couple Brooks (left) and Henson 



CRIME 

A five-fingered loan? 

I f Jolm Loan is telling the 
I truth, New York's gay 
service groups may be 
unknowingly providing 
services with dirty money. 



Loan, 45, who was 
arrested January 14 and 
charged with grand larce- 
ny, is accused of embez- 
zling S3 million. He says he 
used some of die money to 
care for his partner, who 
died of AIDS complications 



in 1998, and donated die 
rest to Gay Men's Health 
Crisis and the city's LGBT 
community center. 

As an events and food 
services manager for invest- 
ment management group 
Alliance Capital, Ixjan is 



said to have skimmed die 
money for more than 3'A 
years by faking invoices for 
services diat were never 
provided. Prosecutors say 
he actually spent the money 
developing a cabaret music 
label and a Web site. — B.A. 



The World 



NORWAY 

Yes, minister 

Norway's minister of finance, 
Per-Kristian Foss, married his 
longtime partner, Jan Erik Knar- 
bakk, in early January, becoming 
the first member of the Norwegian 
government to enter into a bind- 
ing same-sex partnership. Foss 
and Knarbakk got hitched in a 
ceremony at the Norwegian em- 
bassy in Stockholm but declined 
to make a public fuss over it. 

"Yes, we entered a partnership 
at the embassy in Stockholm on 
Friday, January 4," Foss told a 
Norwegian business newspaper. 
"But beyond that, it is a private 
matter." 

In 1993, Norway became the sec- 





Foss (left) and Knarbakk in Oslo four months before their commitment ceremony 



ond country in the world, after Den- 
mark, to allow same-sex partners to 
form civil unions, although the law 



does not allow them to adopt chil- 
dren or have their weddings per- 
formed in a church. 
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Shaking up Salt Lake City 

The ACLU's Stephen Clark talks about gay activism at the 2002 Winter 
Olympics and what it's like to be openly gay in Mormon country 



■ 


- 








■ 

UTAH 







Zivil Liberties Uni 




Stephen Clark: "There is a concerted effort made [in Utah] to legally marginalize gays and lesbians." 



■fe uring the 2002 Winter 
I ■ Games, activist 

mm givups will descend 
on Salt Lake City to make 
their voices Iveard by an 
international media 
audience, one of the most 
prominent being Parents, 
Families, and Friends of 
Lesbians and Gays. 

PFLAG got some infor- 
mal advice for its expedi- 
tion from Stephen Clark, 
the openly gay legal direc- 
tor of theAmeiican Civil 
Libert ies Un ion of Utah, 
who has served as a liaison 
between city officials and 
activist girmps seeking to 
pivtest at the Games. The 
Advocate spoke to Clark 
about activism and the 
Winter Games, the Chwvh 
of Jesus Oirist of Latter- 
day Saints, and the state's 
fledgling gay community. 

There are bound to be 
major protests at the 
Winter Olympics, with all 
the media around. 



I've talked to a wide variety 
of groups, from PFLAG to 
the local animal rights 
group. Generally we have 
had a good dialogue with 
city officials. 

What is PFLAG hoping to 
accomplish? 

PFLAG wants to [make] it 
easier for young gay and les- 
bian athletes to be who they 
are. [PFLAG members] 
want to use one of the larger 
public areas downtown des- 
ignated for demonstrations 
to put on a concert featuring 
a gay choir. So far, the city 
doesn't see a problem with 
it What could be more 
American than a bunch of 
parents of gays and lesbians 
sponsoring a choir'? 

Not everyone sees it that 
way. You have handled 
several landmark legal 
cases of antigay discrimi- 
nation in the state. 
The best-known one is the 
case of Wendy Weaver, a 



lesbian teacher in a small 
town. She was fired by the 
school board [as a high 
school volleyball coach], but 
we managed to get her rein- 
stated and compensated. 
We also represented the 
gay-straight alliance at East 
High School in Salt Lake 
City. The school shut down 
all extracurricular clubs 
when it realized it couldn't 
single out the gay-straight 
alliance. I'm happy to say 
that today there are gay- 
straight alliances meeting all 
over the [Salt Lake] valley. 

So there has been 
progress in Utah, which 
is often characterized 
as inhospitable to gays 
and lesbians? 
It has two climates. The leg- 
islature never misses an 
opportunity to erect legal 
fire walls against lesbians 
and gays whether in terms 
of relationships, adoption, 
foster parenting, or the 
mention of homosexuality 



in high school curricula 
There is a concerted effort 
made to legally marginalize 
gays and lesbians. On the 
other hand, there is a strong 
closet culture. As long as 
people keep their mouths 
shut and remain hidden, 
everyone is usually fine. 

What's the role of the 
Mormon Church, which 
wields so much political 
power in the state? 

One senses from time to 
time a slight change in the 
rhetoric. There are occa- 
sional calls for tolerance 
and against discrimination. 
But in efforts to erect fire 
walls against same-sex 
relationships, the Mormon 
Church is unparalleled. It 
has poured money into 
antigay marriage initiatives 
in Alaska, California, and 
Hawaii. The legislature 
here tends to mirror tire 
church's position on social 
issues, from liquor laws to 
gay marriage. It's going to 
be a long road to break 
through that 

What is the strategy for 
improving the situation? 

The best way we have 
found is by invoking con- 
stitutional rights. The First 
Amendment should allow 
people to talk about their 
lives without getting fired 
or shut out. I grew up in 
Ogden [Utah], and after liv- 
ing [out of state], I've been 
back here 3 l A years. Like in 
most places in the U.S., the 
gay community here has 
managed to increase its 
visibility and begin to 
break down the closet cul- 
ture. The gay pride celebra- 
tion in Salt Lake City has 
gone from a few hearty 
souls 10 years ago to a 
huge throng this year of 
over 10,000. —Chiis Bull 
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Money 



TELEVISION 

All gay, all 
therime 

Couch potatoes looking for 
gayccntric entertainment 
could find themselves with 
tltree all-gay TV' networks to 
choose from by next year. 
( 'able networks Sin iwliine and 




MTV 7 , both owned by broad- 
casting behemoth Viacom, an- 
nounced plans January 10 to 
launch a gay pay-cable channel 
that could kick off within the 
year. Four days later, Washing- 
tan, D.C.-based MDC Enter- 
tainment Group revealed its 
plans to launch ALT 1 -TV', an 
ad-supported ent ertainment 
network aimed at gay and les- 
bian view ers, by early 2003. 

Meanwhile, PiideVision — 
Canada's gay TV channel, 
which launched in Septem- 
ber — is considering expanding 
into the U.S. market. 

So what's responsible for 
this potential embarrassment 
of cathode-ray riches? Good 
old-fashioned capitalism: Com- 
panies are becoming more ac- 
quainted with the spending 
power gay people wield [see 
related story, page 26]. 

"You're starting to see even 
more Fortune 500 companies 
targeting the gay market," said 
MDC Entertainment siwkes- 
man Victor Siegel. 




INTERNET 

College boys' dive 

The placid atmosphere of 
an upscale subdivision of 
Longwood. Fla, near Orlan- 
do, has turned tense since 
residents discovered thai 
CollegeBoysIive.com. a gay 
erotic Web site, is operating 
in their midst. Residents are 
exploring legal action to get 
the site operators kicked out 
of the neighborhood 

Charles Foulk, who ap- 
peal's online as "Zac Adams," 
says he and his housemates 
operate their business from 
the privacy of their home, 
but some neighbors say die men intrude on their 
community. Two residents say they've seen nude 
men in the backyard, and another c laims a man 
at the house once answered the door in the nude. 

Foulk believes Iris neighbors' beef is not about 
sex but about sexual identity. "Right from w : hen 
we moved in we have heard gay comments," he 
said, but he added that he has no intention of 
leaving the neighborhood. — Dun Allen 





The Web site that 
started all the fuss 



Far Right 



Transitions 



Bah and switch? 

Activists in Massachusetts have a 
nagging suspicion that a proposal 
to ban gay marriage that will appear 
on a 2004 ballot may have fraudulently 
ridden in on the back of a horse-meat 
measure. 

Conservative group 
Massachusetts Citizens 

for Marriage hired Ari- 

zona-based signature- 
gathering firm Ballot 
Access Co. to send out 
workers to obtain 
signatures for 
its petition to 
outlaw gay 
marriage. But 
an animal 
rights group 




that also used Ballot Access employ- 
ees to gather signatures for its petition 
drive says it has received numerous 
complaints from voters who say they 
were misled into putting their names 
on the gay-marriage-ban petition when 
they thought they were signing a peti- 
tion to prevent horses from being 
shipped to out-of-state slaughterhous- 
es. Now both animal rights group 
Save Our Horses and gay rights coali- 
tion Campaign for Equality are look- 
ing into the possibility of legal action. 
In the meantime, the Campaign 
for Equality has set up a search- 
able database of petition 
names on its Web site 
(wfww.massequality.org) 
so voters can check to 
see if their signatures 
were misdirected. 



DIED: Jimmy "Due" Buccalo, 41 , 

popular circuit DJ, of undisclosed 
causes, in Atlanta, December 31. 
Buccalo spun at parties and clubs all 
over the world. 

DIED: Rebecca LePere, 51, San 

Francisco-area gay rights activist, 
of breast cancer, January 4. 
ELECTED: New York City police offi- 
cer Am Cregan, as president of 

New York City's Gay Officers Action 
League. Cregan began her two-year 
term on January 1 . She is the first 
woman to hold the post. 
RETIRING: George Carey, the arch- 
bishop of Canterbury, The 66-year- 
old spiritual leader of the Anglican 
Church, who upheld the church's 
ban on noncelibate gay priests, 
announced his retirement January 8 
and will step down October 31. 
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Digital Qiieeries 



Heart-wired 



^ T^se URLs can be found at www.advocate.com 



E-mail a scan of 
your favorite 
picture to Lego, 
and they'll send 
you a kit to 
turn it into a 
custom mosaic. 




it's easy enough to hit the store for 
I flowers or chocolates, but if you 
really want to impress your sweetie 
this Valentine's Day, more memo- 
rable gestures are accessible via the 
Web, and they're easier to find too. 



Immortalize the story of how you 
two met with a personalized "instant 
novel" from the "60-second novelist." 
ak.a Dan Hurley, at http://www,instant 
novelist.com . Or visit http://www.sonq 
leqacy.com/ and have a custom love 
song for your anion 1 penned, per- 
formed, mixed, and bunted on CD. 

Rather than just framing a snap- 
shot of you with your beloved, show- 
how well the two of you fit together 
with a Lego brick mosaic made from 
your favorite picture. Shoot a photo 
through the "brick-o-lizer" and get a 
collection of Lego bricks and instruc- 
tions on assembling the custom mo- 
saic, all at http://sh0P.leQ0.com . under 
Exclusives and Treasures. 

Stoke the appetite as well as the 
heart by making online restaurant 
reservations at http: .. www.ouentallle. 
c om/ , or just stay home with 

http://www.kissinqinthekitchen.com . 

a collection of romance-inducing 
recipes scaled for two. Give your 
dinner companion a preview of your 
dinner plans using Mail-a-Meal, free 
E-cards featuring nearly every food 
you can imagine, at http://www.mail 
ameal.com. 



Then again, maybe Valentine's Day 
Is just a reminder of every ex-lover 
and crappy breakup you've ever had. 
hi that case, say it widi roses — dead 
ones, at http://www.huqkiss.com/plafinum/ 
deadflower.shtml . Youll find free E- 

cards featuring bouquets of black 
blossoms with messages like "Roses 
are red / Dead roses are black / Just 
want you to know / You'll never get 
me back." OK, it's not Wilde, but the 
sentiment is there. Or go all the way 
and send a dead fish, courtesy of the 
unofficial site for angry ex-lovers, 

http:/ /thepayback.com . 



QUICK 
HITS 



■ Planning a trip to Key West? Stop in 

first at http://qaykeywestfl.com/ and get 
the scoop on the best gay-friendly hotels, 
nightclubs, restaurants, and gyms. 

■ A directory of gay politics and law 
resources on the Internet can be found at 

http://www.qaYP0liticsandlaw.com . 



—By Eric Mueller. Send tips and L'RLs to queericsd' <idvocatc.com 



From the Archives of The Advocate 



October 1, 1996: The California AIDS Ride's corporate approach to fund-raising 



\\ 



As the cover story in this issue 
affirms, AIDS Ride founder 
and chief organizer Dan 
Pallotta has long been a 
controversial figure, 
both applauded and criti 
cized for his unorthodox 
self-described "corporate" 
style of fund-raising. Six years 
ago Hie Advocate featured a 
story on Pallotta's then-two-year- 
old California AIDS Ride. 

Reporter F J. Gallagher explained 
that the AIDS Ride concept came 
about in the summer of 1994, when the 
Los Angeles Gay and Lesbian Center was 
shopping around for a signature fund-raising 
event. Pallotta, who had consulted for the center previous- 
ly and worked with private foundations on the acquisition 




and management of grants, mentioned that a SeatUe- 
to-Boston ride for hunger relief he'd organized in 
college had been a big success, suggesting that it 
could potentially be adapted for AIDS organiza- 
tions. The center invested in the idea The 
first AIDS Ride attracted nearly 500 partic- 
ipants and grossed $1.5 million for the 
organization. 

"AIDS isn't a small thing," Pal- 
lotta said, "and we can't settle for 
small returns of $100,000 here or 
$200,000 there. We need the kind 
of productivity that's coming out of a 
Gillette or a Warner Bros. I want to take 
[fund-raising] from bake sales to something that's 
well-run but voluminous." — Don Romesburg 



Read an excerpt from this 1996 Advocate article, titled "Switching Gears," and find 
links related to the California AIDS Ride at www.adWMtmw 
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K-Y Brand 

LIQUID Hl oi . d . 

Lubricant 

is water-based, making 
it safe to use with latex 
condoms. But did you 
know that K-Y*Brand 
Liquid lasts longer 
than any other 
liquid lubricant to 
maximize pleasure? 
In fact, it's the 
smoothest liquid 
lubricant available. 
Perfect for you and your 
partner. Just use a little 
for a silky-smooth, 
sensual feeling that 
lasts and lasts. 

LASTS LONGER. 
FEELS SMOOTHER. 



© McNeil - PPC. Inc. 2002 



Try K-Y Brand Liquid 
Personal Lubricant for FREE 

Get a refund by mail up to $7.50 

BUY: K-Y Brand Liquid Personal Lubricant, 2.5 oz. 

SEND: This Certificate, UPC Symbol from the package and the dated 

cash register receipt with the purchase price circled. 
MAIL TO: K-Y Brand Refund Offer, P.O. Box 6103. Douglas. AZ 85655 61 03. 
RECEIVE: Check for up to $7.50 BY MAIL 

NAME 



ADDRESS 



_STATE_ 



□ Yes. I'd Ike to receive future offers and information from Personal Products Company. 
Not redeemable in stores. Please allow 6-8 weeks for delivery. Otter request must be postmarked by 
4/30AJ2 wtien offer expires. Limit one per household, address and envelope. Multiple submissions will not be" 
acknowledged or returned. No requests from groups, ciuos or organizatwns will be honored. This certificate may 
not be mechaneally reproduced and must accompany your request Reproduction, sates, trade or purchase ot this 
certificate is prohibited. No reprockjction ol the proof of -purchase is acceptable. Your offer rights m; 
or transferred Offer good onfy in USA and AP0/FP0 addresses Offer void where prohibited. © f."« 
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Boy-band boyfriends: Bye bye bye 



FIRST IT WAS MELISSA AND JULIE, Ellen and Anne, k.d and Leisha Now for- 
mer Boyzone member Stephen Gately and Eloy de Jong — one of Europe's 
most visible gay couples — have called it quits. According to Tlie [London] 
Mirror, the two Euro-boy band idols have put their Amsterdam house up for 
sale, and Gately, 25, has headed back to Dublin to move in with his sister. 

In a 20(X) exclusive interview, lite Advocate asked if Holland's pro-gay 
laws had Gately and De Jong hearing wedding bells. "I haven't been asked 
yet," said a good-humored Gately. "I tiiink that if two people are very com- 
mitted and want to live their lives together, then I don't see why it should be a 
problem. But right now, with both of us being so busy all the time — who 
knows, maybe in five or 10 years?" And maybe with other people. 



Shown the gate: Europop princes De Jong (left) and Gately are no longer an item, 




Yet not a woman 



ONE OF THE MOST UNLIKELY yet camera-friendly sen- 
sations to emerge from the 2002 Sundance Film Festival 
was Angel Benton (ne Robert Stephens), the gay Britney 
Spears impersonator at the center of the mock documen- 
tary Britney liaby. One Moir Time. 

Benton, who was offered die film after making head- 
lines as a male Britney look-alike contest winner, was 
overwhelmed and thrilled by die attention at the fest. Ap- 
propriately, the film itself is a meditation on celebrity, as 
Benton and a camera crew capture peo- 
ple's reactions to "Britney" in the 
oddest of places. 

Benton hopes this high-pro- 
file film debut leads to bigger 
and better things — "How 
fierce would it be to get a 
job on Passions? I love 
that show!" — but he still 
keeps it all in perspective: 
"It's mad-crazy. This week 
I'm Miss Thing — in the 
media, all over it — and next 
week m be back at die mall, 
saying, 'Would you like to try 
this aromatherapy lotion?' " 

Oops, he did it again: Benton spears his 
idol's look at Sundance. 





Cementing her reputation 

Rocker Melissa Etheridge was immortalized in Los Angeles's 
Rock Walk of Fame on January 16, Joining the pantheon of rock 
greats, Etheridge noted, "I want to thank Hollywood for being 
here — 'cause I grew up in Kansas and Hollywood was always the 
place I was going to goto." 
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Sometimes we 

find ourselves here on 

SUNDAY MORNING. 

Somehow we think 
the REVEREND will understand. 
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The chances of finding a gay-affirming 
black church are "nada," says Christopher 
Coleman (fourth from left), seen here with 
(from far left) Koran Phillips, Isis Tiffany 
Soul Lamar, and Robert Burns. 



Amazing grace and resolve 

Gay African-American Christians too often find themselves at odds with 
the churches they've called home. But they are not losing faith BY LAURA Putre 



Last year, on a postcard-perfect 
fall day, Charles Underwood 
and Wayne Toles exchanged 
commitment vows. They wore 
matching African ceremonial 
robes for the occasion, which was 
presided over by the Rev. Carl Wal- 
lace, a United Church of Christ pastor 
in Cleveland who performs gay 
unions. 



The couple had met three years be- 
fore in Bible study at their home 
church, Mount Zion Fellowship of the 
Brethren. "I liked his spirituality," Un- 
derwood, a slender 38-year-old with a 
bubbly laugh, says of Toles, who is 35. 
"] liked the fact that we thought the 
same way, believed the same way — or 
if we didn't, we weren't miles away 
from each other." 



The elders at Mount Zion — an 
African-American church with a large 
gay population — frowned on the 
union. The couple had taken pains not 
to advertise the ceremony, but the 
church got wind of it about a month 
before it took place. As a result, a 
Mount Zion elder summoned Toles 
from his pew during choir practice 
one evening, escorted him to the 
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office, and closed the door. 

"He asked me, 'Is it true you are 
having a marriage ceremony?'" When 
Toles answered yes, he was immedi- 
ately kicked out of the choir. "I left 
[Mount Zion] that evening and never 
went back," he says. "I was hurt very 
much." 

Underwood, the grandson of a Pen- 
tecostal minister, also left the church. 

But even though the incident led to a 

boycott of Mount Zion's World AIDS 
Day ceremony last December, no 
other congregants followed Toles and 
Underwood's lead. 

That's probably because they felt 
they'd only fare worse at another 
black church, says Christopher 
Coleman, educator for Cleveland's 
Brother2Brother HIV prevention 
and education program. 

"If you're black and gay and talk 
about it, as far as [finding] an open 
and affirming black church — nada," 
says Coleman. "There are two 
things you're not supposed to talk 
about in church: AIDS and homo- 
sexuality. And these are two things 
that really need to be addressed in 
African-American culture." 

It was African-American minis- 
ters who led the civil rights move- 
ment in the 1960s, but when it 
comes to equal rights for gay men 
and lesbians, they are moving at a 
glacial pace. In socially liberal and 
conservative congregations alike, 
gay African-Americans are often 
singled out for special humiliation 
in sermons, expelled, or relegated 
to the back pews of their churches. 

The discrimination is of particu- 
lar concern to more open-minded 
African-Americans because unlike 
other Americans, who often keep 
their religion and secular needs sepa- 
rate, blacks often regard the church 
as the center of their social life. 

The late religion scholar C. Eric 
Lincoln, an expert on the sociology of 
the African-American church, wrote 
that the church has historically been 
the lifeblood of African-American cul- 
ture, liberation, and civilization. It has 
served not only as a place of worship 
but as "lyceum, conservatory, forum, 
social service center, political acade- 
my, and financial institution." 

Statistically speaking, according to 
a study by the Christian-oriented firm 



Barna Research in Ventura, Calif., 
83% of African-Americans say religion 
is important in their lives, compared 
to 66% of white Americans. 

But when it comes to gay issues 
and health concerns such as HIV and 
AIDS, "the attitude of a lot of the 
black [churches] is, 'We're just teach- 
ing what's in the Bible,'" says Tracy 
Jones, associate executive director of 
the AIDS Taskforce of Greater Cleve- 
land. "That's not really encouraging 
you to be who you are." 

A 36-year-old straight African- 
American woman, Jones left her 
home church a few years ago because 




"If you're African-American, you're influenced by the 
black church," says Rashad Burgess of Chicago. 



she was disillusioned by the minis- 
ter's tirades against gay people. "It 
was a funky perspective," she says of 
his regular antigay sermons, delivered 
in front of a choir that she estimates 

was 50% gay. "Not only that homosex- 
uality was wrong, but for some rea- 
son, it was more wrong than any of 
the other sins. More unforgivable 
than any other acts of immorality, 
like adultery." 

From what Jones has seen working 
in public health, shaming black men 
about their sexual orientation only 
encourages them to be "on the down- 
low" and have unsafe sex with other 



men. Since AIDS is affecting African- 
Americans at a rate about three times 
that of whites, black ministers have a 
responsibility to become more pro- 
gressive in their thinking about gay 
people, she says. 

Rashad Burgess, director of the Chi- 
cago Department of Health's Men of 
Color HIV/AIDS Coalition, agrees that 
black ministers have a uniquely perva- 
sive power to change behavior. "Even 

if you don't go to church, if you're part 
of the African-American community, 
you're influenced by the black 
church," he says. He recalls how reli- 
gious scholar Lincoln, in his book The 
Black Church in the African Ameri- 
can Experience, observed that every 
successful social movement in 
America has involved the black 
church in some fashion. 

"You've got a lot of folks [in the 
black community] who are dibbling 
and dabbling," says Burgess, noting 
that many black men who have sex 
with men don't consider themselves 
gay. The only way to reach them, es- 
pecially when it comes to health 
concerns unique to men who have 
sex with men, is in the black 
church, he says. 

Burgess, 26, grew up in suburban 
Chicago and says he was astounded 
by the homophobic teachings he 
heard when he started singing with 
black community choirs around 
Chicago. 

At one church, which broadcasts 
its services over the radio, he esti- 
mates that the congregation was 
about 80% gay. Nevertheless, during 
a midnight holiday musical pro- 
gram, "one of the ministers said 
there were all these evil spirits run- 
ning around. He said we'd need 
shields to deal with the spiritual war- 
fare because of all the homosexuals 
out there," Burgess says, adding that 
the minister then encouraged congre- 
gants to "'turn to your neighbor and 
ask if he or she is gay. If they are, run 
to the other side.' 

"I got up and left," he says. "I felt 
I'd been insulted to the nth degree, 
and I never set foot in that church 
again." 

However, Burgess says he doesn't 
think African-American churches are 
necessarily more homophobic than 
other churches. "It's more compli- ► 
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Randall Brown, 27, 
left the Baptist church 
of his youth because he 
knew of a pastor there 
who lived a double life. 
"In his sermons he would 
announce that he wasn't 
gay, and the congregation 
would clap," he recalls. 



cated and layered than black folks' 
not liking homosexuals," he says. "It's 
more 'We've got so many strikes 
against us, and this is one more 
strike.' " He adds that after genera- 
tions of being violated on many levels, 
it's hard for African-Americans to talk 
about any kind of sexuality, not just 
homosexuality. 

Living in a major metropolitan 
area, Burgess was able to find a black 
church that's gay-friendly. His minis- 
ter, the Rev. Dr. Jeremiah Wright of 
Trinity United Church of Christ, leads 
a traditional gospel music service, 
while also speaking out against ho- 
mophobia and publicly encouraging 
the inclusion of gays in the church. 
Although the United Church of Christ 
is a mostly white denomination, Trini- 
ty is 98% black. 

Milwaukee HIV educator and train- 
er Randall Brown has had a more dif- 
ficult time finding a home church 
where he feels comfortable. "There 
are no black churches here that are 
gay-affirming," laments Brown, vice 
president of the House of Infinity HIV 
prevention service. 

Last year, Brown says, black minis- 
ters in Milwaukee opposed including 
gay men in their annual Black Church 
Week of Prayer for the Healing of 
AIDS. "We were allowed to take part, 
but after it was said and done, they 
asked, 'Why were they allowed to be 



there?'" His organization is reluctant 
to participate in next year's program. 

Now 27, Brown says he left the Mil- 
waukee Baptist church of his youth 
when he was in his early 20s because 
he knew of pastors in the faith who 
lived a double life. 

"In his sermons he would an- 
nounce that he wasn't gay, and the 
congregation would clap," Brown re- 
calls of one particular pastor whose 
gay sex life was common knowledge 
among gay men in the area. "I told 
him I had a problem with the contra- 
dictions and I didn't trust him, [and] 
he made it known that I was not wel- 
come [at his church]." 

The Rev. Allen Spencer, now an 40- 
year-old assistant minister at Unity 
Fellowship Church in New York City, 
grew up in a black Pentecostal 
church in Detroit where, he says, 
being gay was considered among the 
worst of sins. But because his pastor 
was a trusted family friend, he chose 
to confide in her about his sexual 
feelings for men. 

She promised to keep the disclo- 
sure private, but to his horror, the fol- 
lowing Sunday she singled him out 
before the congregation to give an im- 
promptu "confession." 

Upon hearing of Spencer's attrac- 
tion to men, his fellow congregants 
leaped up from their kneelers and 
started pouring oil on his head and 



laying hands on him, he says. "They 
were calling for the homosexual 
demon to come out," he recalls. "At 
some point it dawned on me, This is 
crazy,' and I headed for the door." He 
punched a man who was blocking his 
way, and he left, never to return. 

Spencer doubts that the scenario 
would have been much different had 
he been a white gay man attending a 
white Pentecostal church. Pouring oil 
and exorcising demons is routine 
stuff among Pentecostals, regardless 
of race, he says. 

But black mainstream churches 
have their own procedure for singling 
people out, says the transgendered 
Isis Tiffany Soul Lamar, 40, a former 
Miss Black Gay Ohio who has been 
asked to leave several churches. 

"They'll let you come in, but you've 
got to get out fast and sit by the 
door," she says. "If the minister sees 
someone gay in the audience, whatev- 
er their planned sermon is, they'll go 
around their sermon to get to the 
point that homosexuality is a sin. 
They will swing their head back to 
look that person's way, and everyone 
else will turn that way and look at 
that person." 

Burgess says the situation has im- 
proved somewhat but that those 
changes have come slowly. "In the 
last couple years I've seen almost an 
uprising of black gay men across the 
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country saying, 'I won't tolerate this 
anymore.' There are choirs that have 
walked out of concerts because the 
artist they were backing up said bla- 
tantly homophobic stuff." 

Donna Payne, who organizes annu- 
al gospel and soul choir concerts in 
her role as the liaison to people of 
color and the religious community for 
the gay advocacy group Human 
Rights Campaign, says she's seen im- 
provements as well. When she first 
started calling church leaders, they 
wouldn't return her calls, let alone 

agree to be part of the concert. »IU 
one sister to a minister tell me, 'We 
don't participate in things not of 
God,'" Payne says. "I told her, well, 
then, she wasn't talking to me, be- 
cause I am of God." 

Payne kept calling, though, and 
eventually her persistence started to 
pay off. Five gay-friendly black 
churches participated in last year's 
Gospel and Soul concert, including 
Union Temple Baptist Church and 
National City Christian Church in 
Washington, D.C. Similar concerts 
are planned for March 23 in Detroit 
and April 13 in Atlanta. 

For other activists trying to reach 
out to black churches, Payne advises, 
"Keep in contact and keep talking. It's 
not a time to run from our people. If 
they don't hear you now, they will 
hear you one day." 

A year after leaving Cleveland's 
Mount Zion, Toles and Underwood 
have still not found a church where 
they both feel comfortable worship- 
ing. Toles now attends a United 
Church of Christ where the services 
are more reserved than he's accus- 
tomed to. Underwood joined a "don't 
ask, don't tell" black evangelical con- 
gregation. 

They wish they could worship to- 
gether, but neither regrets leaving 
Mount Zion. "Let's get real," Under- 
wood says. "They had a problem. We 
were out and in-their-faces. Two 
black men did something they all 
wish they had the opportunity to do. 
But they were afraid to do it." ■ 

Putre is a staff writer for Cleveland 
Scene m agazine. 



Find more information on the organizations mentioned 
in ttiis story at www.advocate.com 
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Rolling out the 
red carpet for 
gay consumers 

The openly gay experts who head niche marketing firms are helping 
corporate America connect with the lesbian and gay market At stake 
is an estimated $450 billion in spending every year By C.J. Prince 



ILLUSTRATION BY STEVE ADAMS FOR THE ADVOCATE 



If you didn't know better, you might 
miss the significance of HBO's lat- 
est direct-mail piece, which in Feb- 
ruary will land in the mailboxes of 
1 million homes nationwide. The 
piece, promoting such original program- 
ming as Six Feet Under, Sex and the 
City, and the new film The Laramie Pro- 
ject, has an understated cover line, "HBO 
Out Loud," that doesn't necessarily 
scream "gay." But neither is the wording 
a coincidence. Rather, it's the result of 
careful planning and collaboration with 
New York niche marketing firm Prime 
Access, hired to advise on language that, 
says Shelley Wright Brindle, HBO vice 
president of subscriber marketing, 
"would most resonate with the gay com- 
munity" while still appealing to a broad 
heterosexual audience. 

These strategic maneuvers are fast 
becoming the norm at Fortune 500 
companies as more of them, having 
awakened to the eye-popping profit po- 
tential of an underserved market, 
spend bigger bucks on research and 
hire outside experts to find out who 
lesbian and gay consumers are, what 
they need, and how best to reach them. 
It may mean the end of invisibility as 
we knew it; with the latest market re- 
search estimating buying power among 
gay and lesbian consumers in the $350 
billion-$450 billion range, corporate ex- 
ecutives are seeing dollar signs where 
they once saw controversy and chaos. 
"The backlash thing has really fizzled," 



says Prime Access president Howard 
Buford. "It has just not been a meaning- 
ful consequence for anyone who has 
gone after this market." 

Over the past five years in particular, 
Buford and other experts say they've 
seen companies grow exponentially 
less concerned with negative repercus- 
sions. "I look at it as before Ellen and 
after Ellen," says Wes 
Combs, president of 
Witeck-Combs Com- 
munications, a Wash- 
ington, D.C.-based firm 
that helps companies 
such as American Air- 
lines and Coors Brew- 
ing Co. develop com- 
munications strategies 
to reach gay consum- 
ers. "After Ellen [De- 
Generes] came out, the 
show was canceled be- 
cause it was 'too gay,'" 
Combs says. "But the 
next season, Will & 
Grace was number 1." 
The furious discus- 
sion stirred up by De- 
Generes's coming-out 
forced gay issues into 
the American consciousness, he adds. 

Once gay consumerism was out of 
the closet, it was just a short hop to the 
marketing strategy sessions of compa- 
nies in every industry. Those sessions 
often lead the companies to ask for 




Howard Buford's firm, Prime 
Access, has helped HBO promote 
Six Feet Under, Sex and the 
City, and The Laramie Project, 



help from the openly gay experts who 
are running niche marketing firms 
across the country. 

"[Ellen] demystified gay people in a 
lot of ways — and it prompted a lot of 
people to come out," says Combs, 
who notes that the first call he gets 
from a company is often from an out 
gay or lesbian employee who wants to 
create a business case 
for marketing to the 
segment. 

American Airlines' 
campaign to win the 
loyalty of gay travel- 
ers — this year the com- 
pany will turn its atten- 
tions to gay corporate 
travel — began with a 
proposal in 1993 from 
Rick Cirillo, an openly 
gay executive at Amer- 
ican. Cirillo was given 
the green light to begin 
courting gay and les- 
bian travel agents and 
tour operators and in 
the first year tracked 
$20 million in revenue 
from that segment. 
Nine years later, that 
figure has multiplied 10-fold. "And 
that's just what we're able to track," 
Cirillo says. "We're certain there's a 
great deal more out there." 

The company has good reason to be- 
lieve that, but with only 6%-7% of ► 
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people in the United States self-identi- 
fying as gay or lesbian, they can only 
guess at how many their ads are influ- 
encing. "There are people who aren't 
comfortable self-identifying, but they'll 
fly American because it's gay-friendly," 
Combs says. "There's no way to track 
that, and that's the toughest thing, be- 
cause companies want proof." 

To gather as much evidence as they 
can, travel companies track calls from 
toll-free numbers or promotional codes 
designated for special fares so they can 
see immediately which 
consumers are respond- 
ing to which ads. The 
British Tourist Authority 
began compiling a data- 
base of lesbian and gay 
travelers four years ago, 
attending gay expos in 
big cities across the 
country and then follow- 
ing up with those con- 
sumers to find out if 
they'd been influenced 
to vacation in the United 
Kingdom. Almost imme- 
diately, the tourist au- 
thority began seeing the 
potential reward, says 
Christine Braganza, di- 
rector of Western region 
marketing — and it has 
just finished a travel guide to the United 
Kingdom designed for gay and lesbian 
visitors. "The gay and lesbian segment 
is so easy to target and maintain be- 
cause it's so receptive, in that it's appre- 
ciative of all the work and effort we put 
in," she says. 

The fierce loyalty of gay consumers 
to a brand they identify as supportive is 
the stuff of dreams for most compa- 
nies. And the opportunity to emotional- 
ly bond with a group that typically has 
been excluded is not lost on them. "The 
main reason you target a group like the 
gay community is because we're willing 
to reward companies just for targeting 
us," says Fernando Trejo, a Boston- 
based management consultant in strat- 
egy and marketing. "There's a huge 
emotional component there." 

Still, it's a business. And as much as 
we like to identify companies as allies, 
sympathizers, and friends, when it 
comes to marketing, the bottom line is 




Wes Combs of Witeck-Combs 
Communications has worked 
with American Airlines and 
Coors Brewing Co. 



still the bottom line. "Obviously, it isn't 
all altruistic," says Forrester Research 
senior analyst Henry Harteveldt, who 
follows the travel industry's spending 
on the gay and lesbian market. "There's 
an economic reason underlying all this: 
They want us to spend our higher-than- 
average disposable income there." 

But how much higher are gay in- 
comes anyway? The research is contro- 
versial at best Studies that collect data 
online about the relative wealth of 
SINKs and DINKs (or single- and dou- 

ble-income-no-kids) — 

such as the recent 
Syracuse Universi- 
ty-OpusComm Group 
online census, which 
found gay or lesbian 
household income 
was 60% higher than 
the 1999 U.S. medi- 
an — have been criti- 
cized for being too 
narrow and self-se- 
lecting and for perpet- 
uating stereotypes. 
"The myth is, we're all 
rich men living in 
urban cities," says 
Witeck-Combs CEO 
Bob Witeck. 

And companies 
typically "don't appre- 
ciate the importance of the female popu- 
lation, the over-30 population, and peo- 
ple of color," adds Buford. "We need 
better research, which is one of the rea- 
sons we're trying to be included in the 
[U.S.] census." 

But the proposal to include a ques- 
tion about sexual orientation on the 
census was denied last year, prompting 
some firms to take up the slack inde- 
pendently. Witeck-Combs, for one, 
partnered with Harris Interactive (of 
Harris Poll fame) to conduct polls and 
gather information on the relative pref- 
erences and habits of gay and straight 
consumers. "Our research shows that 
we're probably not richer, by sheer 
wages," he says. "But we do spend our 
money differently." 

Which is why Witeck-Combs and 
Prime Access both tell clients that 
placing their generic advertising in gay 
publications won't cut it. And that 
leaves companies with limited ad bud- 



gets in a recession eager to find ways 
to appeal to more than one group with 
the same ads. Hence "gay-vague" ad- 
vertising, designed to strike a chord 
with gay men and lesbians but sail 
straight over the heads of oblivious 
heterosexual consumers — or, in the 
best case, appeal to them as well. Fur- 
niture maker Mitchell Gold Co., a sub- 
sidiary of the Rowe Companies, figures 
it can snag two of its main targets — 
straight women and gay men — with the 
same handsome face featured in its 
furniture ads. "Our advertising is inclu- 
sive," says president and CEO Mitchell 
Gold. Even the company's explicitly 
gay ads — one of which features two 
men and a little girl shopping for furni- 
ture — might be interpreted differently 
by different viewers. "It just depends 
on where you're coming from," Gold 
says. And if a conservative heterosexu- 
al viewer should catch on and take 
issue with it, Gold says he could not 
care less: "If they feel like that, they 
don't deserve to have our furniture." 

This strategy has definitely caught 
on, with companies in the fashion, alco- 
holic beverages, and automotive indus- 
tries all touting ads that seem designed 
to be teasingly suggestive. It's also 
sparked criticism that inclusive is just 
a euphemism for hiding. 

But that criticism doesn't hold up, 
says Andrew Isen, president of Win- 
Mark Concepts, a Washington, D.C.- 
based gay market consultancy. "Peo- 
ple say that, but I don't believe that," 
he says. "I think it's very good that 
they're able to brand their brand in a 
non-sexually specific way but utilize 
the placement of their advertising to 
target the niche they want. It's tricky; 
not everybody can do it — so I take my 
hat off to them." 

The jury's still out on whether gay- 
vague is too vague to woo lesbian and 
gay consumers, and companies may 
soon find that a successful campaign 
means first adopting a slew of gay- 
friendly internal policies, such as antidis- 
crimination protections, domestic-part- 
ner benefits, and diversity training. Not 
surprisingly, Witeck-Combs/Harris Inter- 
active research found that 70% of GLBT 
respondents would be more likely to pa- 
tronize companies with these policies 
than those without ► 
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A gay-oriented ad from Mitchell Gold 



And that means companies are 
poised to capture new business if 
they're willing to take the plunge. 
IBM, for example, has been repeated- 
ly named one of the gay-friendliest 
companies in the Fortune 500 rank- 
ing, but has yet to formalize its mar- 
keting to the GLBT consumer seg- 
ment, says Trejo, a consultant to IBM 
on marketing strategy. "Until some- 
one else in your industry does it, you 
don't have to," he says. "But give 
them a few more years. I think they'll 
get on board." 

If anything points to a gathering 
critical mass, it may well be the wind- 
fall of business enjoyed by gay market- 
ing firms in recent years — so much so 
that they can afford to share competi- 
tive information to find common, bet- 
ter ways to approach companies. 
Witeck-Combs has recently held meet- 
ings with Coca-Cola, Hallmark, S.C. 
Johnson, and several banks, among 
others, and Isen reports being so busy 
he's had to turn business away. And 
that means gay consumers can afford 
to raise their standards and save their 
loyalty for companies that work for it. 
"Judge for yourself who is respecting 
you for who you are and who seems to 
be sincere," Buford says. "That's what 
I do as a consumer. And that's what 
we find most gay consumers do." ■ 

Prince is executive editor of CEO 
magazine. 



For more information and links to these marketing 
companies, go to www.arJvocate.com 
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Handmade and heartfelt 



Potters James Klein and David Reid make and market their profitable KleinReid line of porcelain 
ware— without letting their marriage glaze over By Jeremy Quittner 




"Pottery is like a relationship— it's always changing," says James Klein (left), partner to David Reid (above). 



When it comes to 
running their busi- 
ness, personal and 
professional part- 
ners James Klein 
and David Reid take the hands-on ap- 
proach — literally. "We do it all from 
scratch," says Reid, and his words are 
borne out on a recent visit to the cou- 
ple's ceramics studio in the Williams- 
burg section of Brooklyn, N.Y. The 
two potters are hard at work with 
paper and scissors, arranging cutout 
prototypes for a series of tea sets and 
serving pieces on which they're collab- 
orating with 95-year-old Bauhaus de- 
signer Eva Zeisel. 

The couple, known professionally as 
KleinReid, take minute care with the 
porcelain vases and bowls they de- 
scribe as modem-day spin-offs of clas- 
sic pottery forms. Though demand for 
their products has soared — their work, 
priced between $45 and $400, can be 
found at 200 stores worldwide, includ- 



ing New York's Bergdorf Goodman and 
Harrods of London — they make all 
their pieces in-house, even mixing their 
own porcelain and glazes. "We realized 
the reason we got into this was be- 
cause we didn't find what we wanted 
out there," Reid says, "and having a 
factory make it wouldn't be what our 
mission was when we started." 

Klein and Reid have been in busi- 
ness since 1993, and their professional 
collaboration is no less spectacular be- 
cause the pair, who met in the mid 
1980s in high school in Tallmadge, 
Ohio, have also been lovers ever since 
Klein sailed up to Reid and kissed him 
on the lips at the local gay bar. "We're 
always challenged to be honest with 
each other and not be hurtful but be 
productive," says Klein. "The trick is 
not confusing business and the other 
aspects of your life." 

Klein and Reid's inspiration comes 
from such far-flung sources as American 
diner china, antique Asian celadons, and 



Dutch tulipieres, which inspired their 
crushingly elegant series of rose bowls 
and tulip vases. Aside from the Zeisel 
line, which they launched in January, 
KleinReid's most recent line is Mudra, a 
kind of cosmic take on cornucopia 
vases used by U.S. flower shops starting 
in the 1930s. 

But their chief inspiration comes 
from each other. "Pottery is like a rela- 
tionship. It's always changing. There's 
so much to know about it that you'll 
never know," says Klein. "It's the same 
reason we are together. I will never 
understand David, and it's a constant 
challenge — there's something there I 
need to know, and I know I never will. 
But it's the process of trying to under- 
stand that is so attractive." ■ 

Qu ittner has written for Business 
Week, Gourmet, and MSNBC. 




Find links to other stories about KleinReid and to 
outlets that sell their work at www.advocate.com 
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Pro footballer Alissa 
Wykes talks about 
breaking new ground 
for out lesbian athletes- 



and the flak she's gotten 
along the way 
By Jessica DuLong 



Alissa Wykes doesn't scare 
easily. The 5-foot-6, 209- 
pound professional football 
player, nicknamed "A-Train" 
by her Philadelphia Liberty 
Belles teammates, was even singled 
out by Sports Illustrated Women in its 
December-January issue, which says 
she will be remembered as "a rugged 
pioneer" if her league makes it big. 

But Wykes says that after talking to 
SIW reporter Michael Silver, she had a 
gnawing anxious feeling. "Of course I 
am a lesbian," she'd told Silver during 
the interview. But the fullback says 
she nonetheless had second thoughts 
about seeing it in print. "Being a les- 
bian is part of the story," Wykes tells 
The Adeoeate today. "To leave it oul 
didn't seem right. To make it the focus 
didn't seem right." 

Though she had the support of her 
teammates and team owner Marie 
Olsen, Wykes couldn't help worrying 
that someone was going to react nega- 
tively to her coming out in print. Sure 
enough, soon after the issue hit news- 
Stands, someone did: Catherine ► 
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KALETRA™ 
(lopinavir/ritonavir) capsules 
(lopinavir/ritonavir) oral solution 

ALERT: Find out about medicines that should NOT 
be taken with KALETRA. Please also read the section "MEDICINES 
YOU SHOULD NOT TAKE WITH KALETRA." 

Patient Information 

KALETRA™ 
(kuh-LEE-tra) 

Generic Name: lopinavir/ritonavir 
(lop-IN-uh-veer/rit-ON-uh-veer) 

Read this leaflet carefully before you start taking KALETRA. Also, read it 
each time you get your KALETRA prescription refilled, in case something 
has changed. This information does not take the place of talking with your 
doctor when you start this medicine and at check ups. Ask your doctor if you 
have any questions about KALETRA. 

Whit it KALETRA and how doct It wort? 

KALETRA is a combination of two medicines. They are lopinavir and riton- 
avir. KALETRA is a type of medicine called an HIV (human immunodefi- 



ciency virus) protease (PRO-tee-ase) inhibitor. KALETRA is always used in 
combination with other anti-HIV medicines to treat people with human 
1 virus (HIV) infection. KALETRA is for adults and for chil- 



dren age 6 months and older. 

HIV infection destroys CD4 (T) cells, which are important to the 
. After a large number of T cells are destroyed, acquired 
syndrome (AIDS) develops. 

KALETRA blocks HIV protease, a chemical which is needed for HIV to multi- 
ply. KALETRA reduces the amount of HIV in your blood and increases the 
number of T cells. Reducing the amount of HIV in the blood reduces the 
chance of death or infections that happen when your immune system is weak 
(opportunistic infections). 

Does KALETRA cure HIV or AIDS? 

KALETRA does not cure HIV infection or AIDS. The long-term effects 
of KALETRA are not known at this tiin^Pi»pl^Ukin B K\LETR.\ 

with HIV infection. Some of these conditions are pneumonia, herpes 
virus Infections, and Mycobacterium avium complex (MAC) infections. 

Dots KALETRA reduce the risk of passing HIV to others? 

KALETRA does not reduce the risk of passing HIV to others through sexual 
contact or blood contamination. Continue to practice safe sex and do not 
use or share dirty needles. 

How should I take KALETRA? 

• You should stay under a doctor's care when taking KALETRA. Do not change 
your treatment or stop treatment without first talking with your doctor. 

• You must take KALETRA every day exactly as your doctor prescribed it. The 
dose of KALETRA may be different for you than for other patients. Follow 
the directions from your doctor, exactly as written on the label. 

• Dosing in adults (including children 12 years of age am) older): The usual 
dose for adults is 3 capsules (400/1 00 mg) or 5.0 mL of the oral solution twice 
a day (morning and night), in combination with other anti-HIV medicines. 

• Dosing in children from 6 months to 1 2 years of age: Children from 6 months 
to 12 years of age can also take KALETRA The child's doctor will decide the 
right dose based on the child's weight. 

• Take KALETRA with food to help it work better. 

• Do not change your dose or stop taking KALETRA without first talking 
with your doctor. 

• When your KALETRA supply starts to run low, get more from your doctor 
or pharmacy. This is very important because the amount of virus in your 
blood may increase if the medicine is stopped for even a short time. The 
virus may develop resistance to KALETRA and become harder to treat. 

• Be sure to set up a schedule and follow it carefully. 

• Only take medicine that has been prescribed specifically for you. Do not 
give KALETRA to others or take medicine prescribed for someone else. 

What should I do it I miss a dost of KALETRA? 

It is important that you do not miss any doses. If you miss a dose of KALETRA, 
take it as soon as possible and then take your next scheduled dose at its regu- 
lar time. If It is almost time for your next dose, do not take the missed dose. 
Wait and take the next dose at the regular time. Do not double the next dose 

What happens II I take too much KALETRA? 

It you suspect that you took more than the prescribed dose of this medicine, 
contact your local poison control center or emergency room immediately. 

As with all prescription medicines, KALETRA should be kept out of the reach 
of young children. KALETRA liquid contains a large amount of alcohol. If a 
toddler or young child accidentally drinks more than the recommended dose 
of KALETRA, it could make him/her sick from too much alcohol. Contact your 
local poison control center or emergency room immediately if this happens. 

Who should not take KALETRA? 

Together with your doctor, you need to decide whether KALETRA is right for you. 

• Do not take KALETRA if you are taking certain medicines. These could cause 
serious side effects that could cause death. Before you take KALETRA, you 
must tell your doctor about all the medicines you are taking or are planning 
to take. These include other prescription and non-prescription medicines 



For more information about medicines you should not take with KALETRA, please 
read the section titled "MEDICINES YOU SHOULD NOT TAKE WITH KALETRA." 

• Do not take KALETRA if you have an allergy to KALETRA or any of its 
ingredients, including ritonavir or lopinavir. 

Can I take KALETRA with other medications?* 

KALETRA may interact with other medicines, including those you take with- 
out a prescription. You must tell your doctor about all the medicines you are 
taking or planning to take before you take KALETRA. 

MEDICINES YOU SHOULD NOT TAKE WITH KALETRA. 

• Do not take the following medicines with KALETRA because they can 
cause serious problems or death if taken with KALETRA: 

Dihydroergotamine, ergonovine, ergotamine and methylergonovine such as 
Cafergot*. MigranaF, 

D.H.E. 45", Ergotrate Maleate, Methergine, and others 

Halcion- (triazolam) 

Hismanal* (astemizole) 

Orap® (pimozide) 

Propulsid® (cisapride) 

Rythmof® (propafenone) 

Seldane® (terfenadine) 

Tambocor" (flecainide) 

Versed® (midazolam) 

• Do not take KALETRA with rifampin, also known as Rimactane®, Rifadin®. 
Rifater®, or Rifamate®. Rifampin may lower the amount of KALETRA in 
your blood and make it less effective 

• Do not take KALETRA with St. John's wort (hypericum perforatum), an 
sold as a dietary supplement, or products containing St. 

John's wort. Talk with your doctor if you are taking or planning to take St. 
John's wort. Taking St. John's wort may decrease KALETRA levels and 
lead to increased viral load and possible resistance to KALETRA or cross- 
resistance to other anti-HIV medicines. 

■ Do not take KALETRA with the cholesterol-lowering medicines Mevacor® 
(lovastatin) or Zocor® (simvastatin) because of possible serious reactions. 
There is also an increased risk of drug interactions between KALETRA and 
Lipitor® (atorvastatin) and Baycot® (cerivastatin); talk to your doctor before 
you take any of these cholesterol-reducing medicines with KALETRA. 

Medicines that require dosage adjustments: 

It is possible that your doctor may need to increase or decrease the dose of 
other medicines when you are also taking KALETRA. Remember to tell your 
doctor all medicines you are taking or plan to take. 

Before you take Viagra® (sildenafil) with KALETRA, talk to your doctor 
about problems these two medicines can cause when taken together. You 
may get increased side effects of VIAGRA, such as low blood pressure, 
vision changes, and penis erection lasting more than 4 hours. If an erection 
lasts longer than 4 hours, get medical help right away to avoid | 
• explain III 



wrth human herbal product 



! to your penis. Your doctor can explain these sy mptoms to you. 

• If you are taking oral contraceptives (the pill") to prevent pregnancy, you 
should use an additional or different type of contraception since KALETRA 
may reduce the effectiveness of oral contraceptives. 

• Efavtrenz (Sustiva™) or nevirapine (Viramune®) may lower the amount of 
KALETRA in your blood. Your doctor may increase your dose of KALETRA 
if you are also taking efavirenz or nevirapine. 

• Ifyouaret^Myratotirf®!^^ 

• A change In therapy should be considered IT you are laklng KALETRA 
with: 

Phenobarbital 

Phenytoin (Dilantin® and others) 
Carbamazepine (Tegretol® and others) 

These medicines may lower the amount of KALETRA in your blood and 
make it less effective. 

• Other Special Considerations: 

KALETRA oral solution contains alcohol. Talk with your doctor if you are taking or 
planning to take metronidazole or disutnram. Severe nausea and vomiting can occur. 

• If you are taking both didanosine Antes - and KALETRA: 
Didanosine (VkJex®) should be taken one hour before or two hours after KALETRA 

What are the possible side effects of KALETRA? 

• This list of side effects is not complete. If you have questions about side 
effects, ask your doctor, nurse, or pharmacist. You should report any new 
or continuing symptoms to your doctor right away. Your doctor may be 
able to help you manage these side effects. 

• The most commonly reported side effects of moderate severity that are 
thought to be drug related are: abnormal stools (bowel movements), diar- 
rhea, feeling weakm'red. headache, and nausea. Children taking KALETRA 
may sometimes get a skin rash. 



I tests in patients taking KALETRA may show possible liver prob- 
lems. People with liver disease such as Hepatitis B and Hepatitis C who 
j liver disease. Liver problems includ- 
I taking KALETRA. In studies, it is 
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• Some patients taking KALETRA can develop s 
pancreas (pancreatitis), which may cause death. You have a higher chance 
of having pancreatitis if you have had it before. Tell your doctor if you have 
nausea, vomiting, or abdominal pain. These may be signs of pancreatitis. 

Some patients have large increases in triglycerides and cholesterol. The 
long-term chance of getting complications such as heart attacks or stroke 
due to increases in triglycerides and cholesterol caused by | ' 
inhibitors is not known at this time. 



• Changes in body fat happen in some patients getting anti-HIV medicines. 
These changes may include increased fat in the upper back and neck 
('buffalo hump - ), breast and abdomen (stomach area). Loss of fat from 
the face, legs, and arms may also happen. The cause a " 
effects of these conditions are not known at this time. 

• Some patients with hemophilia have increased bleeding with protease inhibitors. 

• There have been other side effects in patients taking KALETRA. However, 
these side effects may have been due to other medicines that patients were 
taking or to the illness itself. Some of these side effects can be serious. 

What should I tell my doctor before taking KALETRA? 

• If you are pregnant or planning to become pregnant: The effects of KALETRA 
on pregnant women or their unborn babies are not known. 

• // mu are breast-feeding: Do not breast-feed if you are taking KALETRA. 
You should not breast-feed if you have HIV. If you are a woman who has 
or will have a baby, talk with your doctor about the best way to feed your 
baby. You should be aware that it your baby does not already have HIV, 
there is a chance that HIV can be transmitted through breast-feeding. 

• If you have liver problems: If you have liver problems or are infected with 
Hepatitis 8 or Hepatitis C, you should tell your doctor before taking KALETRA 

• if you have diabetes: Some people taking protease inhibitors develop new 
or more serious diabetes or high blood sugar. Tell your doctor if you have 
diabetes or an increase in thirst or frequent urination. 

• If you have hemophilia: Patents taking KALETRA may have increased bleeding. 
How do I store KALETRA? 

• Keep KALETRA and all other medicines out of the reach of children. 

• Refrigerated KALETRA capsules and oral solution remain stable until the expi- 
ration date printed on the label. If stored at room temperature up to T7f 
(25°C), KALETRA capsules and oral solution should be used within 2 months. 

• Avoid exposure to excessive heat. 

Do not keep medicine that is out of date or that you no longer need. Be sure 
that if you throw any medicine away, it is out of the reach of children. 



Talk to your doctor or other health care provider if you have any questions 
about this medicine or your condition. Medicines are sometimes prescribed 
for purposes other than those listed in a Patient Information Leaflet. If you 
have any concerns about this medicine, ask your doctor. Your doctor or 
pharmacist can give you information about this medicine that was written 
for health care professionals. Do not use this medicine for a condition for 
which it was not prescribed. Do not share this medicine with other people. 

' The brands listed are trademarks of their respective owners and are not 
trademarks of Abbott Laboratories. The makers of these brands are not affil- 
iated with and do not endorse Abbott Laboratories or its products. 
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• Diabetes and high blood sugar (hyperglycemia) occur in patients 
protease inhibitors such as KALETRA. Some patients had diabetes before 
starting protease inhibitors, others did not. Some patients need changes 
in their diabetes medicine, utners needed new diabetes medicine. 
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Masters, the founder and CEO of the 
recently formed National Women's 
Football League. 

"She called me out of the blue," 
Wykes says. "She said, 'I'm going to 
squash you and kick you out of the 
league.' I was really taken aback. That 
was the first thing out of her 
mouth." According to Wykes, 
Masters said, "I don't care if 
you're a dyke. I've got dyke 
friends." But then Masters 
went on to say the fullback 
had "sabotaged" the league's 
marketing scheme and that 
major sponsors had threat- 
ened to pull out 

Masters acknowledges that 
she was upset when she read 
the article about Wykes but in- 
sists she "never called her a 
dyke." The real reason she was 
upset, Masters says, was be- 
cause she was disappointed 
with the article, not with 
Wykes's sexual orientation. "I 
would have preferred she talk 
about football," Masters says. 
"Our league is not a soapbox 
for anyone's personal agenda" 
She says she wished the article 
would have focused on the 
professional accomplishments 
of Wykes and the Liberty 
Belles — who won the inaugural 
NWFL championship in July — 
rather than players' personal 
lives. "My irritation was the 
whole tone of the article," adds 
Masters, who points to jokes 
about Wykes's "small bladder" 
and tales of beer drinking and 
bar fights as examples. "I was 
frustrated with [Wykes] be- 
cause she didn't realize he'd 
print everything she told him." 
Professional athletes wouldn't 
do that, she says, adding that 
"they'd lose their salaries." 

But Wykes insists that it's her sta- 
tus as an NWFL player that allowed 
her to come out in the first place. "I'm 
in a position to do this," she says. 
"Here's where I'm going to make a 
stand. I'm not going to lose a million- 
dollar contract." 

Though Wykes did indeed have a 
contract last season, it certainly was 
not for a million dollars — like all the 
other players in the 1 ^-year-old semi- 



pro NWFL, she was unpaid. In fact, 
not only do most have full-time jobs, 
Belles players must raise enough 
money themselves to cover all their 
expenses for the season. 

When she's not playing football or 
fund-raising, Wykes splits her time be- 




Wykes first learned about 
the women's football league 
through a newspaper ad. 
She and her partner, 
Karen Ericsson, decided 
to watch the Liberty Belles 
tryouts, which were serious 

enough to convince them 
to try out. Ericsson made the 
team as well, as a tight end. 



tween her jobs as a quality control 
manager for Polymeric Systems Inc. 
in suburban Philadelphia and as a 
rugby coach at nearby Bryn Mawr Col- 
lege. Fueled by lunch-hour power 
naps, she also takes night classes to- 
ward a master's degree in sports ad- 
ministration and works with a local fe- 
line rescue group. She and her partner 
of 6'A years, Karen Ericsson, live with 
a dozen cats and provide foster care 



for scores more. "I just love cleaning 
litter boxes," Wykes says, smiling. 

She first learned about the NWFL in 
November 2000 through a newspaper 
ad. A longtime athlete who'd played 
softball, rugby, and flag football and 
has a first-degree black belt in karate, 
she says the ad piqued her in- 
terest, so she and Ericsson de- 
cided to watch the Belles try- 
outs. Wykes still laughs as she 
remembers a few of the 
women, who seemed better 
candidates for aerobics in- 
struction than an offensive 
line: "One woman had a funky 
pink-purple-and-orange sweat 
suit. No self-respecting athlete 
would ever wear that." But 
other women were strong and 
serious enough to convince 
Wykes and Ericsson — an ana- 
lytical chemist who also plays 
softball, flag football, volley- 
ball, and basketball — to try 
out; Ericsson ended up making 
the team as well, as a tight end. 

Wykes says she grew up 
watching football but never 
considered playing profession- 
ally because, until the advent of 
the NWFL, there was no venue 
for pro women's football. "For 
me, football was always family 
time," she says. "We'd eat and 
nap and watch the game on 
Sunday afternoons." These 
days, however, she can't get 
enough of the action, excite- 
ment, and "feeling of invincibil- 
ity" of playing in full pads. 

Wykes is also conscious of 
breaking new ground in 
women's sports. She recalls 
that when one of the men at 
work brought his daughter to a 
Belles game, she thought, "It 
must be great to have a little 
girl watch the game and think, 
/ could grow up and play foot- 
Wykes is comfortable with being 
held up as an example. "Being a role 
model is OK for me," she says. "If I can 
inspire someone, I'd like that." ■ 



DuLong has also unittenfor Newsweek 
and Rolling Stone. 

vTpij Find more on Alissa Wykes, the Philadelphia Liberty 
U Belles, and the NWf L at www.advocatexon) 
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according 

to Dan 



Dan Pallotta 
invented AIDS 
Rides, which 
have raised 
more than $100 
million for 
charity. But 
with former 
allies now 
battling him 
in court, he 
finds himself 
once again 
defending 
his f or-proi 
vision for 
improving the 
human race 
By Jon Barrett 
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Dan Pallotta wants 
nothing less than to 
change the world. 
It's a dream he's 
held close ever since 
he was a student at 
Harvard University 
in the early 1980s, when he organized 
a 69-day cross-country bikeathon to 
combat world hunger. At the time, his 
world-altering aspiration may have 
been viewed as the by-product of 
youthful idealism And his bike event, 
which raised $70,000, might also have 
been chalked up as a sign of the 
times — the '80s also saw Hands 
Across America, itself a cross-country 
demonstration against hunger and 
homelessness, and Lave Aid, the inter- 
national hunger-fighting rock concert. 

But to Pallotta, his efforts were 
more than just the heady stuff of a 20- 
something Ivy Leaguer. This was 
about the future. The funds he helped 
raise demonstrated that people were 
willing to shell out large sums of 
money to help others make extraordi- 
nary treks in the name of charity. A 



decade later, that cross-country 
bikeathon served as the blueprint for 
the American AIDS Rides, a series of 
multiday bike rides that since 1994 
have raised around $100 million to 
fight HTV and AIDS. And they in turn 
sparked Pallotta's own vehicle for 
changing the world, the 300-employee 
for-profit fund-raising company Pal- 
lotta Team Works. 

Now that vehicle is running at full 
speed. And it seems Pallotta is not 
about to let anything stand in its way, 
even if it means going to court — dur- 
ing one of the leanest times in the his- 
tory of AIDS fund-raising — to try to 
block a competing event 

"If we can create an engine called 
Microsoft that can put a computer in 
virtually every home in America, if we 
can create an engine called Nike that 
can put sneakers on the feet of people 
all over the world, then we have to 
begin to create engines — multibillion- 
dollar engines — that are addressing 
the great social causes of our time," 
the impassioned 41-year-old says 
when describing his Los Angeles- ► 



based company in ail exclusive interview 
with Tlie Advocate. Team Works today 
specializes in organizing and marketing 
fund-raising excursions aimed at fighting 
everytlung from AIDS to suicide. 

It's hard to disagree with liis thinking. 
Why shouldn't the charity world employ 
the business practices of BMW and 
Apple, as he suggests, so that people "are 
talking about hunger and breast cancer 
as much as they're talking about Uml of 
the Ritif/s, Harry Poller, and PokemonT 

Nevertheless, this dark-haired gay 
man, who speaks of his extraordinary 
dreams in a measured and very com- 
monsensical tone, has become the most 
controversial man in AIDS fund-raising. 
It seems changing the world is a con- 
tentious and expensive business. And 
even though Team Works has raised over 
$100 million for AIDS, sometimes less 
than 50% of the money goes to the bene- 
fiting charities. (The general standard, 
according to the Better Business Bu- 
reau's Wise Giving Alliance, is 65%) The 
rest is used to cover the company's fee — 
up to $450,000 per AIDS Ride— and pro- 
duction expenses. 

Those expenses have not only put Pal- 
lotta in a lot of hot water with some 
AIDS service organizations around the 
country but have also led the company 
into a very public legal battle. In January. 
TeamWorks lost in its attempt to get a 
.judge to block the Los Angeles < lay and 
Lesbian Center and the San Francisco 
AIDS Foundation from organizing a 
bikeathon that will compete with this 
year's California AIDS Ride. 

The center and the foundation have 
relied on the proceeds from the Team- 
Works-produced California AIDS Ride 
for 13% and 25% of their respective AIDS 
service budgets for close to a decade. 
But now the groups say the cost of work- 
ing with TeamWorks has become pro- 
hibitive, in part because of the compa- 
ny's glowing emphasis on other causes. 
Essentially, they seem to be arguing that 
Pallotta is a man who may be too fixed 
on changing the world to continue to ef- 
fectively help them in their very focused 
goal of raising money and providing ser- 
vices to fight I HV and AIDS. 

Pallotta TeamWorks events are cus- 
tom-made to elicit extreme emotions. By 
pushing their bodies to previously 
unimaginable levels, partic ipants gain a 
new appreciation for suffering as well as 
a dedication to ending the suffering of 




others. In the case of the AIDS Rides — 
four of which will be held around the 
country tliis year — riders have baked in 
100-plas temperatures as they've pedaled 
through California's central valley and 
have fought near-torrential downpours 
as they've pushed their way between 
New York and Boston. Still, they keep 
coming back. Registration for the four- 
to seven-day rides, which require riders 
to raise a minimum of between $2,100 
and $2,700, almost always fills up before 
the scheduled deadlines. 

Participants talk of the life-changing 
experiences they've had on the AIDS 
Rides, but the events have been a fa- 
vorite target of critics. This has been es- 
pecialh so since l!t!Mi, w hen TeamWorks 
returned only 28% of a ride's revenue to 
the benefiting Philadelphia charity and 
as a result ended up paying a $110,000 
court settlement to the state of Pennsyl- 



vania which charged that the rate of re- 
turn was too low. Similar returns after 
rides in Florida and Texas have generat- 
ed their own share of negative press. 

"It's hard when somebody looking at 
it from the outside doesn't understand 
and they think you're up to something 
suspicious," .says Pallotta wiio is himself 
often the target of that attention. AIDS 
activists especially have criticized him 
for getting rich off money they say is 
meant for AIDS work. 

But while giving no apologies for mak- 
ing what he says is a healthy living by 
raising millions for charity, he consis- 
tently denies requests to disclose specif- 
ic numbers. (Because his for-profit com- 
pany Ls priv ately owned, it is not required 
to share such information.) hi fact, prior 
to the current controversy, Palotta has 
shied away from interviews with the gay 
press, instead letting TeamWorks offi- 
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rials give the company response to what 
are sometimes very personal attacks. 

When presented with some of that 
criticism today, he chooses instead to 
discuss the sacrifices he's made for his 
company and the causes it supports. 
Tve put everything that I own on the line 
for the vaccine rides," he says, referring 
to a series of events aimed at supporting 
AIDS vaccine research. "And there are 
days where I go, 'God, how can I just tell 
people [what I'm trying to do]?' 

"Have we made mistakes? Absolutely 
we've made mistakes," he continues. 
"But we've also had a lot of success. 
And I'm proud of the results that we've 
produced." 

Until last fall, a person needed only to 
go to the Los Angeles Gay and Lesbian 
Center or the San Francisco AIDS Foun- 
dation for assurance of those results. In 
1998, Lorri Jean, then executive director 



nounced they'd stage a competing Cali- 
fornia bikeathon, the AIDS/LifeCycle, 
just two weeks before the AIDS Ride. 

Christen denies that she and Baldwin 
had any vindictive motive in scheduling 
their event so close to the AIDS Ride; the 
rain in spring, the heat in autumn, and 
calendars packed with gay pride obser- 
vances left only a very small window in 
which to hold the ride. She adds that the 
escalating expense of the Team Works- 
run event gave the foundation and the 
center little alternative but to break out 
on their own. 

"Over a two-year period we had seen 
the cost of fund-raising effectively go 
from 35 cents on the dollar to about 50 
cents on the dollar," she says. "That 
means a million and a half dollars that 
otherwise would have gone to HIV ser- 
vices went to produce the event" 

Team Works overspent the logistics 



Works' growing list of other events. Red 
ribbon banners were replaced with 
TeamWorks banners; evening rallies tra- 
ditionally used to celebrate the riders' 
commitment to AIDS prevention were 
instead used to explain the company's 
other commitments, including its breast 
cancer walks, AIDS vaccine rides, a kids' 
march, a walk for suicide prevention, a 
self-improvement practicum, and a 
"weekend to end poverty." 

"We are a new and different kind of 
business," TeamWorks' 2002 catalog ex- 
plains. "Some people think we're a fund- 
raising company. Some people think 
we're an event productions outfit. While 
we're experts in both of these areas, 
they are only components of our real 
work. Our real work is the work of 
human potential, and the potential of 
the human race." 

TeamWorks officials admit to over- 



"Have we made mistakes at TeamWorks? 
Absolutely we've made mistakes," Pallotta says. 
"But we've also had a lot of success. And I'm 
proud of the results that we've produced." 



of the L.A center, told the Los Angeles 
Times that Pallotta had "raised millions 
for AIDS" and that "the people who sug- 
gest he isn't committed are cruel and 
misinformed." In 1997, Pat Christen, ex- 
ecutive director of the AIDS foundation, 
told the Orange County Register, "the 
ride lias proven to be very successful in 
bringing new donors into the fight 
against AIDS." Indeed, in the eight years 
since starting the California AIDS Ride, 
TeamWorks lias helped the two agencies 
net more than $40 million 

But Christen and the LA center's cur- 
rent executive director, Gwenn Baldwin, 
started telling a different story last Octo- 
ber, when they announced they were 
ending their association with the 2002 
AIDS Ride, scheduled to start June 2 in 
San Francisco. And in what appeared to 
be the second part of a one-two punch 
aimed at TeamWorks, the agencies an- 



budget it agreed on with the foundation 
by nearly $399,000, or 41%, for the 2001 
AIDS Ride, Christen says. The center's 
agreed-upon logistics budget was over- 
spent by $377,000, or 34%, according to 
Baldwin. Logistics was the largest bud- 
getary item in each case. Both women 
say careful accounting found that their 
agencies were also being asked to cover 
expenses for other events, including con- 
crete barriers for a ride in Chicago and 
tax penalties stenuning from the 1990 
Philadelphia ride. "After eight years, I 
don't understand why you would have 
major spikes in expenses and, at their 
own admission, such a lack of financial 
control," Baldwin says. 

She and Christen also say their agen- 
cies were flooded with complaints after 
the 2001 ride because of what appeared 
to be a shift in focus from AIDS preven- 
tion to the cross-promotion of Team- 



spending their overall budgets by 8% or 
9% at last year's California AIDS Ride. 
They also acknowledge that the cross- 
promotion of other events may have 
come across as overwhelming and could 
have hurt the more pressing messages 
about HTV and AIDS. But what's impor- 
tant, Pallotta says, is that his company 
learned from its mistakes — and, for ex- 
ample, tempered the cross-promotion in 
subsequent rides that year. 

"Society expects cliariUes — and com- 
panies like ours, which work in the 
realm of charity — to perform perfectly 
100% of the time," he says. "But if you 
look at the great businesses of the 
world — at Paramount Pictures, for ex- 
ample — they may put out a dozen 
movies a year, but their revenue is based 
on the three or four that hit Making mis- 
takes, experimenting, is how they learn 
and part of how they grow." ► 



"When you use outside folks to 
produce fund-raising events, 

their interests may not always 
be aligned with yours/' says 
APLA's Thompson. 



Palotta points out that the center and 
foundation's decision to schedule their 
own ride is a violation of their contract 
with Team Works, which stipulated that 
neither agency could employ the 
"bikeathon concept at any time" if they 
were to cut ties with TeamWorks. But in 
denying TeamWorks' effort to block the 
ATDS/LifeCycle from taking place, Cali- 
fornia superior court judge David Yaffe 
ruled on January 14 that state law may 
invalidate the noncompetition clause in 
TeamWorks' contract. The judge also de- 
nied TeamWorks' request to place a gag 
order on the agencies to keep them from 
talking about the AIDS Ride. The three 
parties are still in mediation over hun- 
dreds of thousands of dollars Team- 
Works says the agencies owe it for work 
the company did on the 2002 ride prior 

to their pulling out. 

Both sides expressed a sense of relief 
upon Yaffe's ruling — each saying they 
were eager to put the legal battle behind 
them in order to focus on their impend- 
ing bikeathons. But a more ominous 
statement was made by one of Pallotta's 
attorneys during the court hearing. "One, 
if not both, of these rides is going to fail," 
Jayne Kacer told the judge. "There just 
isn't enough community." 

According to Lorri Jean, who worked 
with TeamWorks on five AIDS Rides as 
executive director of the L.A Gay and 
Lesbian Center and who now serves as 
executive director of the National Gay 
and Lesbian Task Force, "Any time non- 
profit organizations and the for-profit 
companies that produce events for them 
get in fights, it hurts fund-raising." 

There could not be a worse year for 
such a fight The 1990s boom that helped 
fill the coffers of many charitable groups 
has abruptly ended. The economy start- 
ed slowing before September 11, and we 
were starting to see repercussions [in 



fund-raising] from that," says Marty Al- 
gaze, communications director for New 
York City's Gay Men's Health Crisis, 
which has never worked with Team- 
Works but is facing a crisis of its own: Al- 
gaze says GMHC has taken in double the 
usual number of new clients since the 
World Trade Center attacks, and dona- 
tions have not kept up. "Our biggest con- 
cern now is that donations continue to 
come in and that our loyal donors re- 
member that we're doing what we nor- 
mally do but doing it for more people," 
he says. 

At press time, AIDS/LifeCycle had 
about 800 registered riders, and the AIDS 
Ride, which will now bene- 
fit TeamWorks' new part- 
ner, AIDS Project Los Ange- 
les, had signed up 475 

riders. That's a far cry from 
the 4,500 riders TeamWorks 
officials say were registered 
by the same time last year. 
If the two rides together can 
only just match the number 
of riders who participated in 
last year's ride, it's feasible 
that it could cost double 
what it did last year to safe- 
ly get those riders from San 
Francisco to Los Angeles. 

It's not a prospect that 
frightens Baldwin or Chris- 
ten, who both say they are 
confident AIDS/LifeCycle 
will be a successful event Nevertheless, 
they're not expecting the first-year event 
to be as lucrative as the unscathed Cali- 
fornia AIDS Ride might have been — both 
say they have contingencies in place so 
their agencies won't have to take a hit 

APIA, meanwhile, has had provisions 
written into its contract with Team- 
Works that it says not only ensures that 
the 2002 AIDS Ride stays on a scale that 
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Before you make a 
donation or buy a 
ticket to an AIDS 
fund-raiser, do you 
consider how much 
of your money will 
go to pay for the 
cost of the event? 

Sign on lo The Advocate's Web site 
before February 1 9 to cast your vote 
and leave your comments. Results 
will appear in the March 19 issue. 

www.advocate.com 



reflects the number of riders who sign 
up but also makes TeamWorks financial- 
ly responsible for any cost overruns tied 
to the event "We were certainly aware of 
the poUtical consequences of signing on 
[with TeamWorks]. I've worked with Pat 
and Gwenn for years," says APLA execu- 
tive director Craig Thompson. "I think 
when you use outside folks [to produce 
fund-raising events] you have to remem- 
ber that their interests may not always 
be aligned with yours." In addition to the 
added protections in its contract, APLA 
negotiated a way for more than half of 
the proceeds to be distributed among ap- 
proximately 19 AIDS service organiza- 
tions throughout the state rather than 
being split between Los Angeles and San 
Francisco, as had been done in the past 
This is truly going to be a California 
AIDS Ride," he says. 

Beyond saying that he doesn't see the 
sense in having two identical rides in 
California, Pallotta doesn't want to spec- 
ulate on how the competing events will 
affect his business or AIDS fund-raising. 
"I don't have a crystal ball," he says. "I 
just want to reiterate that the best solu- 
tion for people with AIDS and the best 
solution for all of our organizations is to 
have the center and the 
foundation come back with 
us and do this thing togeth- 
er." After the January court 

decision, that scenario is 
unlikely. 

But neither that setback 
nor his lack of a crystal ball 
will stop Pallotta from talk- 
ing about the vision he 
started formulating back at 
Harvard. "My dream with 
these events is to see if, in 
the course of 20 to 40 years, 
if we can create a critical 
mass of people doing really 
outrageous things in the 
name of others. I want fam- 
ilies, when they're planning 
their vacations, to not only 
plan a trip to Disneyland but to also say 
'We're going to take three days to partici- 
pate in this long walk [for charity],'" he 
says. "I know that it's controversial when 
you try to do something so different, but 
that's what we need to do if we're really 
going to create change in our society." ■ 



Find links to Pallotta TeamWorks and the AIDS agencies 
mentioned in this article at www.advocate.com 
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A JOURNEY TO THE PARANOID HEART OF THE 1950s 



THE SHOCKING TRUE STORY 



HOW TWO HORRIFYING 
CHILD MURDERS LED TO THE 
INCARCERATION OF 20 INNOCENT 
GAY MEN IN RURAL IOWA 

"Neil Miller has masterfully 
recreated one of the most 
harrowing and shameful 
antigay episodes in 
American history. Deserves 
a place on every bookshelf 
of journalistic classics " 
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'Towerftl Moving. A mist-read." 

—David Mixner 

"Amazing. Exciting. Disturbing." 

— Christopher Bram. author of 

The Notorious Dr. August 

"Engrossing. Sobering." 

— Urvashi Yaid 

Vivid." 

—George Chauncey. author of 
Gax Sew York 



—Chris Bull, 
Washington Correspondent 
for The Advocate 
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Q: 

Where can you read about the 
Grammy-winning pop star who said 
"I still believe in monogamy as an 
ideal," despite the incidents that 

surrounded his tabloid outings? 




In the hot new coffee-table book 
that everyone is talking about! 

Find out who still believes in monogamy at www.alyson.com. 
And read much more about 14 fantastic gay and straight stars in 

Celebrity: The Advocate Interviews 




AVAILABLE AT YOUR LOCAL BOOKSELLER OR AT WWW.ALYS0N.COM (800) 5-ALYSON 

Copyrighted material 
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A beautiful mind game 




What if someone made a movie about JFK, his 
storied family background, his adored children, 
his naval career, his congressional career, his 
Pulitzer Prize-winning book, his 22 months in 
the presidency, his tragic and untimely death — but left out 
every woman in his life but Jackie? No Marilyn Monroe, 



no Judith Campbell Exner, no every 
starlet at Metro that Peter Lawford 
could cajole into coming out to the 
beach house. You'd have a very stir- 
ring film about the perfect Ameri- 
can hero, and it would get attacked 
like crazy in the media. A very im- 
portant facet of a very important 
man's life was being assigned to the 
cutting room floor. 

Do you think the people who 
made the movie would defend them- 
selves by saying, "The women 
weren't significant; besides, it imped- 
ed the dramatic flow and we really 
weren't interested in that aspect of 
his life. Besides, it makes him look 
bad"? You'd think nobody involved 
with the film knows how to make a 
movie about a complicated man 
without his complications making 
him look bad. 

This is exactly the scenario that is 
being played out by the makers of A 
Beautiful Mind, Russell Crowe's 
current tour de force, in which he 
sheds his loincloth (if only) for the 
academic gown of the Princeton 
mathematician John Nash. Nash is a 
certifiable genius and a certifiable 
paranoid schizophrenic who we 
watch go through shock treatments 
and delusions galore. Aided by the 
Love of a Good Woman, he eventual- 
ly comes to some sort of uneasy 
truce with his demons. It's elegantly 
and sensitively made, but the movie 
is a one-trick pony, and once that 
trick is revealed (which I won't do 
here) there isn't a lot else of interest 
going on. That is because, in their ef- 



fort to make an acceptable main- 
stream drama out of Nash's life, the 
filmmakers have stripped away one 
or two of the trickier aspects of this 
tormented genius's saga. 




Crowe as Nash: Nash's real life story 
embraces genius, illness, and bisexuality, 

By now you know or have 
guessed that the part they dumped 
was the gay part. Nash was known 
to be bisexual, was known to have 
gay relations with other men in his 
class and social circle, and was even 
arrested on a morals charge in a 
Santa Monica, Calif., rest room. 

All this has been pared away from 
his life in the name of efficient 
drama. How come? You think Rus- 
sell Crowe wouldn't play it? The first 
film I saw him in was the gay drama 
The Sum of Us, made in Australia, in 
which he played a gay part. He 



doesn't strike me as being afraid of 
much of anything professionally. 

So you think the public wouldn't 
buy it as a facet of Nash's character? 
You think it would be the straw that 
breaks the audience's back? Aren't 
audiences who want to see this pic- 
ture likely to be grown-up enough to 
understand? I mean, this isn't Dude, 
Where's My Slide Rule? 

I asked a straight friend who falls 
with a heavy thud into the target de- 
mographic. "I'm sympathetic with 
their plight," he said of the filmmak- 
ers. "How do you make a movie 
about a paranoid schizophrenic 
who's gay and not have that seem to 
be a part of his disease? How do you 
delineate it for the average audi- 
ence? You don't want them to walk 
out feeling that homosexuality was 
one of his afflictions. So you elimi- 
nate that part." 

I get it. So if it's true, there's not a 
dainty political correctness at work, 
there's just a failure of craft, hiding 
behind a geisha fan of PC. "Since we 
don't know how to deal with it, we'll 
just make it disappear because it 
would make our guy look bad, and 
you gay folks wouldn't want another 
homosexual villain, would you?" 

So we once again have straight 
people endorsing invisibility because 
it's good for us. In a world where 
Hitler and Bin Laden are rumored to 
be gay and the guy who shot Versace 
is billed as a gay serial killer, we're 
being spared one more explanation. 
Gee, thanks. I don't know if we 
could have handled the burden of 
pointing out that we, like every other 
group of humans, come in every 
shape, size, and mental state. And 
occasionally win a Nobel Prize. 

We are just like You, albeit with 
fabulous fashion sense — present 
company excepted. Get back to me 
when you've finished paving that 
road to hell. ■ 



Aren't audiences for A Beautiful Mind grown-up enough to understand 
John Nash's gay side? This isn't Dude, Where's My Slide Rule? 
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Playing friend and foe alike 




Actor-activist Mark Webber 
talks about the gay reality behind 
his diametrically opposed roles in 
Storytelling and The Laramie 
Project By Lawrence Ferber 

Storytelling, the new film by 
Todd Solondz (Happiness), re- 
ceived some gay press last year 
when the famously perfection- 
ist auteur excised an entire gay 
story line from its multichapter body. 
However, the director did, at least, 
leave a gay oral sex episode in its sec- 
ond segment, "Non-Fiction" — although 
he snipped a straight one. 

"It would have been cool to have two 
blow jobs in one movie," muses fresh- 
faced 21 -year-old actor Mark Webber, 
who plays the recipient of both servic- 
ings. "Bui Tin extremely happy with the 
final version. Todd's an amazing direc- 
tor, and he shoots, man. He shoots and 
shoots and shoots until he gets it. He 
said to me himself that he could have 
made at least four or five other movies 
out of the footage he shot" 

Webber plays Scooby Liv ingston, a 
laid-back, disillusioned high school se- 
nior fostering fantasies about becom- 
ing a TV talk-show host. He sees a 
chance to inch closer to his dream 
when a well-meaning but unfocused 
film director (Paul Giametti) drafts 
him as a documentary subject. Dad 
(John Goodman), Mom (Julie Hager- 
ty), and two younger brothers (Noah 
Fleiss and Jonathan Osser) also take 
part, while off-camera, dramas tran- 
spire involving their harried maid 
(Chuck & Buck's delightful Lupe On- 
tiveros), girlfriends, and a gay buddy. 

"Scooby's got the kind of free- 
flowing vibe," Webber says of his 
droopy-eyed, doobie-smoking charac- 
ter. "He's out there just doing his thing, 
and I saw him as a really open, very 
calm, sensitive guy in tune with every- 
body's feelings." So in tune that when 
a gay friend confesses an attraction, 
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Scooby invites him to partake of a 
very special Scooby snack. And in a 
later scene, when concerned younger 
jock brother Brady (Fleiss) confronts 
Scooby about the resulting gay rumors 
circulating at school, his older brother 
calmly tries to comfort him. 

"That thing goes on," notes Webber, 
who's heterosexual. "Things are 
changing, but in certain parts of the 
world it's not a good thing to be gay. If 
people find out you're gay, you're 
fucked with." 

Yet Webber harbors few such super- 
ficial concerns himself, having experi- 
enced an undeniably down-to-earth life 
so far. The Minneapolis-born, Philadel- 
phia-bred Webber's childhood was in- 
formed by poverty, welfare, and, begin- 
ning at the age of 9, two years of 
homelessness. "My mother and I took 
over abandoned buildings to sleep in," 
he recalls. "Through that experience I 
started organizing and got linked up 
with a national underground move- 
ment My mother is the founder and di- 
rector of the Kensington Welfare Rights 
Union, an organization made up of poor 
women, children, working-class men, 
teachers, students, and anyone who's 
about ending poverty and homeless- 
ness in this country. And there are a lot 
of different organizations out there I'm 
affiliated with." 

Webber's character in another new 
film is far less progressive-minded: 
Aaron McKinney, one of Matthew 
Shepard's murderers, in HBO's The 
Laramie Project. The role also takes 
him leagues away from the kinder, 
gentler parts he's played in the upcom- 
ing Al Pacino starrer People I Know, 
Woody Allen's Hollywood Ending, 
and, of course, Storytelling. "Scooby 
never would have laid a hand on Shep- 
ard!" Webber says. 

Adapted from the critically ac- 
claimed play, The Laramie Project re- 
creates interviews with residents of 

Laramie, Wyo., conducted by a theater 
group following Matthew Shepard's 
murder, mixing documentary footage 
and reenactments to paint a poignant 
picture of the suddenly high-profile 
town and its citizens. 

"It's an odd feeling when you're 
doing something based on real life and 
true facts," admits Webber, who was 
only peripherally familiar with Shep- 
ard before getting the part. "Every- 




Under interrogation: Webber faces filmmakers Paul Giamatti and Mike Schank in Storytelling (top) and 
Det. Clancy Brown in The Laramie Project (bottom). 



thing was done in Laramie. I was in 
the exact same courtroom where 
everything went down, where this kid 
was arraigned and sentenced, where 
all the real-life people were sitting." 

To take on the killer's demeanor, he 
studied Internet audio clips of McKin- 
ney and numerous photographs. And 
he says the Laramie experience further 
fueled his activist fire to make change 
in the world, much like playing one of 
Brandon Teena's killers did for Web- 
ber's friend Brendan Sexton III, a fel- 
low Solondz vet and political activist. 

"After seeing The Laramie Project, 
I was really emotionally moved. I'm 



not a racist or homophobic person; I'm 
not a fascist," Webber says. "I'm a 
cool, chill guy and I'm open to every- 
body and everything, so I left the 
movie reaffirmed with those thoughts. 
And now I look at the greatest 
takeover I'm embarking on — Holly- 
wood. I'm going to utilize all the fame 
and fortune I get to continue to make 
change." ■ 

Ferber contributes to Time Out New 
York and other publications. 

Find more on Mark Webber, Storytelling, and 
U The Laramie Project a\ www.ailvocate.com 
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Trailer queen 



Filmmaker, critic, and archivist Jenni Olson brings 
together hilarious coming attractions in her 
'Trailer Camp" compilations By Lawrence Ferber 



Jenni Olson's an expert on trailer 
trash. Movie trailers, that is. 
"There's trailer trash, as in bad 
trailers, which I guess are pretty 
much all contemporary trailers 
today that show everything in the movie 
while a big classical soundtrack plays," 
Olson notes. "And then there's the good 
version of trailer trash, in the sense of 
trashy old campy movies." 

"Bride of Trailer Camp," Olson's latest 
curated program of hilarious movie-trail- 
er trash, provides an overview of campy 
female portrayals in films like The Blood 
Spattered Bride, Attack of the 50 Ft. 
Woman, and BUttei field 8. The compila- 
tion joins Olson's already outrageous 
lineup: the original "Trailer Camp"; the 
black-themed "Afro Promo"; the gay 
"Homo Promo" and "Neo Homo Promo"; 
and her Jewish compilation, "Trailers 
Schmailers." (Los Angeles's American 
Cinematheque screens the two "Trailer 
Camp" compilations on February 21.) 

"Trailers are a completely separate an- 
imal in relation to the film they're pro- 
moting — art forms in themselves," Olson 



Approved for general 
audiences: Olson and 
one of the "Camp" 
dwellers 



attests. "You have approaches like 
William Castle promoting Homicidal 
and saying, 'If you tell anyone the ending 
of this film, your friends will kill you, and 
if they don't, I will!'" 

Olson doesn't just hitch trailers to- 
gether — she's a multitasker of magni- 
tude. Cofounder of PlanetOutcom and 
its film site, PopcornQ, she's authored a 
reference tome (1996's Ultimate Guide 
to Lesbian and Gay Film and Video); 
written for The Advocate and The San 
Francisco Bay Guardian; founded Min- 
nesota's queer-film festival and codirect- 
ed San Francisco's; shepherded numer- 
ous queer auteurs; and is a filmmaker in 
her own right of acclaimed shorts. 

Born in Minneapolis, Olson acquired 
the beginnings of her film fetish while 
looking through her stepfather's copious 
collection of classic movie stills. (He'd 
been a theater usher in 1936.) Years 
later, while attending the University of 
Minnesota, she decided to collect actual 
celluloid, and through a collectors' news- 
paper, Big Reel, found that trailers were 
affordable. "The first one I bought was 




The Killing of Sister George for 10 
bucks," she recalls. "And it was just so 
satisfying to hold this thing in my hands." 
To date, Olson has amassed approxi- 
mately 1,000 trailers. 

Currently, Olson is riding a wave of 
awards as the producer of Harriet Dodge 
and Silas Flipper's Sundance hit By Hook 
or by Crook. Olson met Dodge and Flip- 
per, founders of lesbian culture-perfor- 
mance hub Red Dora's Bearded Lady 
Cafe, when she moved to San Francisco 
in 1992. Itching to move into film, the 
pair pitched Olson By Hook or by Crook, 
and she signed on as producer. "The par- 
ticular aspect [of the project] that was so 
remarkable was that it was a butch 
buddy movie," Olson says. "These are 
characters we've never seen before, and 
they're heroes. Butch heroes. One with a 
beard, no less." 

However, Olson has shifted her focus 
away from other people's films — and 
trailers — for now. Her own feature, The 
Joy of Life, which she describes as "a 
static landscape film about being young 
and promiscuous in San Francisco," is 
priority number 1. And she's also making 
time for Julie Dorf, her partner of eight 
years, and Hazel, their 3-year-old daugh- 
ter. With all these activities, is there any- 
thing Olson doesn't do? 

"Well, I don't clean toilets," she volun- 
teers with a grin, "but I can fix a broken 
gasket and change a diaper with the best 
of them." ■ 



Find more on Jenni Olson, her trailer shows, and 
PopcornQ at www.advocate.com 
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Resolutely fabulous 



Taking on September 11 
in a new one-woman show, 
breaking up with her fiance, 
and adopting a teenager, 
singer-actress-diva Jenifer 
Lewis is moving on down 
the road By Anderson Jones 



You're late," Jenifer 
Lewis snaps as I pull 
up in front of the 
minim anse she shares 
with her 14-year-old 
adopted daughter in Los Angeles's San 
Fernando Valley. This is not the way 
to begin a day with a certified diva 
who once shared the stage with Bette 
Midler (and probably taught her a 
thing or two) as a Harlette. But the 
hostility's a front. Instantly, Lewis, 45, 
who stars in Lifetime's Strong Medi- 
cine and whom you might recognize 
from What's Love Got to Do With It or 
the Sister Act movies, becomes as 
warm as the noonday sun and gently 
takes my arm. "Since you're late," she 
says, "you'll have to do my errands 
and walk with me." 

With that we begin a long conversa- 
tion about Lewis's most recent cabaret 
show, Jenifer Lewis Now What? (writ- 
ten out of grief over the events of Sep- 
tember 11), now in an open-ended run 
at West Hollywood, Calif's Tiffany 
Theater; her recent, painful breakup 
with her fiance after three years; and, 
well, sleeping with Tina Turner. 

The lesbians are very happy that 
you're coining back to West Holly- 
wood. They love you. 

They live for me, and I live for them. 
Let me tell you what I love about les- 
bians: They are activists, they're in- 
volved, they know it is about the chil- 
dren. Every lesbian I know is doing 
something for the cause, beyond the 
call of duty. And I love that. I love the 



i 
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What good is sitting alone in your room? Lewis turns her life — and ours — into a cabaret. 



freedom of people who are able to 

stand up and say, "This is who I an\." 
Because this is what I've done. I have 
stood up and said, "I'm gonna tell the 
truth. And the truth, we all know, is 
painful." But hon, I can't be scared of 
pain. I just broke off my engagement. 
And that is painful. 

Right around the holidays? 

Right after Thanksgiving. Try that one 
on for size. But child, let me tell you 



something: Don't hold on to a bad rela- 
tionship if it's the holidays. Don't run 
away. Don't run to Paris, which is 
where I was going. Keep your ass at 
home and go through the pain of not 
calling him — or her. Sit with it and 
come out on the other side. 

Are you on the other side now? 

Honey, I am on the other side. It's 
still a little painful; I'm not gonna lie 
to you. And this wasn't a big old 
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ALTERNATIVES 



BREAK AWAY 

FROM ALCOHOL, DRUGS, 



DEPRESSION & ANXIETY 





f 



ALTERNATIVES is the 
nation's only GAY OWNED 
AND OPERATED alcohol, 
drug and mental health 
program whose leadership 
has provided over 25 years 
of pride and service to the 
Gay, Lesbian, Bi-Sexual 
and Transgender 
Community. 

ALTERNATIVES 
specializes in treating 
HIV/AIDS-related grief and 
loss. Our HIV specialists 
are available to address all 
medical concerns. 
Medicare & most insur- 
ance accepted. JCAHO 
Accredited 



Tips on Choosing Gay Treatment 

Ask: 

▼ Are you in a safe & secure Gay 
Owned and Operated facility? 

▼ Will you be treated in a 
Dedicated Gay Unit? 

▼ Will you be cared for by 
experienced Gay Professionals 
and Gay Support Staff? 

▼ Is your Treatment Center 
dedicated to the Gay Community 
and supportive of our causes? 

Beware of: 

^ Treatment centers and programs 
that exploit the gay community. 

# Now Open in 

Minneapolis/St. Paul 



Call Today 1-800- DIAL-GAY (1-800-342-5429) 
www.alternativesinc.com 
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scandalous-ass breakup. There was 
no fighting, no crack cocaine; no- 
body was drunk and beating the shit 
out of anybody. It was because the 
gap was too big in our levels of con- 
sciousness. The age, the careers, his 
friends were young, mine were 
older... He couldn't be what he 
wanted to be in my shadow. He said, 
"I feel like I'm always playing catch- 
up." But see, if he had been of con- 
sciousness, he would've known that 
there was nowhere on the fucking 
planet he could go without being in 
my shadow because that's how fuck- 
ing bright my light is! No, I'm not still 
angry at all. 

What did you learn? 

I learned that the almighty Jenifer 
Lewis, the divine, the majestic, the 
diva, the grand this-and-that-and-the- 
other, whatever the fuck all else peo- 
ple call me and all the other shit that 
I've held myself to be in order to sur- 
vive in this goddamn world, I realize 
that I cannot fix nobody. You cannot 
change anyone but yourself. 

Now that you're available, who 
would you date if you switched 
teams? 

There's only one person in the world: 
Tina Turner. I admit I got a little 
turned on by Tina when I was very 
young and I saw her in Toronto. She 
was fucking a piano. Well, she was 
seducing it. I'm just sitting there 
going, "Damn, I'd fuck her." Goddamn 
it, that's how powerful Tina Turner is. 
Tina's the only one I would sleep 
with. I would date Janet Reno. Who 
else would I date? [National security 
adviser] Condoleezza [Rice]. She's 
just gotta get those teeth fixed. I say 
that in my show. I say, "Conda, girl. 
We're real proud of you up there in 
that White House, girl, but let's 
get your teeth fixed." Which is 
horrible because that's what makes 
her human. 

You kissed Cree Summer when 
you played a lesbian judge on that 
short-lived TV series Courthouse. 

I had had this white girl, at first, who 
was my lover, and I didn't know her, 
and I didn't want to kiss her on the 
mouth. It was freaky. But then Cree 
came in and she enjoyed it a little ^ 




in the city. 

August.The Big Easy. 

A hate crime has the city 
at a boiling point. 
For gay detective Chanse 
MacLeod, it's even more 
of a bitch.The dead guy 
was his only client. 

"Funny and witty and a 
pleasure to read. Murder in the 
Rue Dauphine is a smooth, 
savvy addition to the annals of 
New Orleans literature." 

— Julie Smith, 
Edgar Award- winning author of New 
Orleans Mourning and Louisiana Hotshot 




Available at your local I kseller or .11 www.alyson.com SI 10 .*>- \\.\ S( >\ 



"In the wisecracking tradition of Janet Evanovich, 
Holy Hell is a blend of the absurd and the 
macabre, guaranteed to keep you up reading into 
the wee hours of the morning." 

— Lauren Maddison, 
author of Deceptions mo Witchfire 




When Lillian Byrd, 
a small-time 
reporter with a 
flair for making 
big-time mistakes, 
investigates the 
disappearances 
of women around 
the Detroit area, 
she quickly is 
in too deep to 
get out. Can 
she catch the 
murderers before 
they catch up 
with her? 



Available at your local bookseller 
or at WWW.ALYS0N.COM 
(800) 5-ALYSON 



too much, and I was like, "Yeah, bitch. 
You don't have no problem with this, 
do you?" 

You began writing your new show, 
Jenifer Lewis Now What? to heal 
yourself just after September 11. 

I couldn't be there at ground zero with 
my hands, but I knew I could make 
people laugh, and you'll hear how cau- 
tiously I wrote it because I didn't know 
if people were ready to laugh. But see, 
I tell them, "If you ain't ready, fuck 
you. I am." I got to laugh. I got to 
mourn. And I said, "I don't know if 
you-all can feel normal, but I have 
never felt normal. So we've got to 
move on." 

You really wanted to join the 
search-and-recovery effort? 

I'm one of them get-in-there-and- 
rescue motherfuckers. See, I studied 
karate in my 20s. When the Northridge 
earthquake hit [in Southern California 
in 1994], I snap-kicked seven doors 
down. I lived in a condo, and there 
were people stuck because the ceiling 
had dropped. Nobody could get out of 
their house, so I kicked these doors 
down. I said, "Hey, you old mother- 
fuckers, let's go before this bridge 
comes down on you." I pulled their 
asses out, and honey, I had more 
Jewish food at the door to live on for 
a year. 

I want you to kick down some doors 
in Hollywood and make somebody 
give you your own series and three 
movies a year. 

Let me be very honest with you. I'm al- 
ready a star, for chrissake. I'm a little 
colored girl from St. Louis, Mo., with a 
kumquat tree in her backyard. Should I 
say it to you? Nigga, please! Do you real- 
ly think I want to be Angela Bassett? I 
should have been as big as Michael 
Jackson with the kind of talent I have! I 
don't need to be living up on a moun- 
tain. I just climbed a mountain this 
morning with my sister because we 
were opening up to talk about the truth. 
That's living on a mountain. Shit. How 
much happier can I be? ■ 

Jones writes Movie Scoop for E! Online. 




Find more on Jenifer Lewis and links to related Internet 
sites at w ww.advocate.com 
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to receive your 48-page guide 
to Key West log on or call toll-free: 

888-296-5606 
fla-keys.com/gaykeywest 

Visit America's Gayest City. 
Welcoming and Friendly. 
Gay tourism was Invented 
here and we perfect It every 
season. Enjoy a bevy of 
Island activities, from 
exotic to erotic. Stay at one 
of our world-famous, 
Key West guesthouses with 
all the amenities and 
plenty of attentive service 
to let you indulge yourself. 
After us, anywhere else 
Is just, .anywhere. 

Impressions, Unltd 
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Alexander's 
Guesthouse 

Luxurious, 

For Goy & 
Lesbian Clientele 



MM 800-654-9919 
alexanderskeywest.com 




Island 
House 

Clothing 
optional 
resort 
featuring 
Cafe, Bar & Gym 

800-890-6284 
islandhousekeywest.com 

Curry 
House 

Key West's 
First Gay 
B&B 

800-633-7439 
gaytraveling.com/curryhouse 






Fleur de Key 
Guesthouse 

Acclaimed 
Guest Rooms 
and Suites 

800-932-9119 
fleurdekey.com 



RubyS 
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Big Ruby's 
Guesthouse 

Wonderfully 
Friendly, 
Exclusively Gay 

800-477-7829 
bigrubys.com 




Pearl's 
Rainbow 

Distinctive 
Resort 
for Women 

800-749-6696 
pearlsrainbow.com 




Oasis Guesthouse & 
The Coral Tree Inn 

Key West's Most Sought After 
All-Male Accommodations 
800-362-7477 
keywest-allmale.com 




Lighthouse Court 
Guesthouse Resort 

Key West's Largest All Male Resort 

305-294-9588 
lighthousecourt.com 



Key Lodge 

Like Staying 
With Friends 

800-458-1296 
keylodge.com 






Sea Isle 

Guesthouse 



Sea Isle 
Guesthouse 

In The Heart of 
Gay Key West 

800-995-4786 
seaisleresort.com 




Equator 
Resort 

Key West's 
Hottest Men's 
Resort 

800-278-4552 
equatorresort.com 




, £ Coconut 
$0 Grove 

* y For Men 

| Who 
Love Men 

800-262-6055 
coconutgrovekeywest.com 



Atlantic 
Shores Resort 

Oceanfront 
Adult Resort 

888-533-0468 
atlanticshoresresort.com 

Almond 
Tree Inn 

All New, 
All Welcome. 
12 Block off Duval 

800-298-6159 
almondtreeinn.com 
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The shows must go on 

Laugh? Cry? Sing? Plays and musicals created by gay and lesbian theater artists offer all options in 
the coming months, from Bea Arthur to Stephen Sondheim, from coast to coast By Gerard Raymond 



Despite the economic downturn 
and a conservative federal gov- 
ernment — both of which make 
it tougher than ever to produce 
daring or culturally diverse 
arts projects — gay and lesbian theater 
artists across the nation are as produc- 
tive as ever. "Sexual minoritarians are 
the life's blood of the American the- 
ater," says Tony Kushner, whose timely 
examination of Afghanistan and its ef- 
fect on us, Homebody/Kabul, continues 
its premiere run in New York and heads 
to Rhode Island's Trinity Repertory 
Company in March and the Berkeley, 
Calif., Repertory Theatre in April. "I 
suspect the real reason we are so busy 
producing work is, we want to make 
John Simon even more wretched and 
miserable and frightened than he al- 



ready is," Kushner continues, relishing 
the opportunity to take a shot at the no- 
toriously homophobic New York the- 
ater critic. "This is a laudable goal." 

Among Simon's recent targets has 
been out playwright Edward Albee, who 
will follow up last year's The Play About 
the Baby with back-to-back premieres in 
New York this spring. Opening off- 
Broadway in February, Occupant stars 
Anne Bancroft in a portrait of the sculp- 
tor Louise Nevelson. In Hie Goat, or 
Who is Sylvia? — which opens in March 
on Broadway — Albee provocatively ex- 
plores family dynamics once again. 
Meanwhile, the recent trend of Albee 
revivals continues with a Princeton, 
N.J., production of All Over in February 
and a Hartford, Conn., staging of Sea- 
scape in May. 



At the Kennedy Center in Washing- 
ton, D.C., another openly gay theater 
great, Stephen Sondheim, is being hon- 
ored with the Sondheim Celebration 
beginning in May, comprising Sweeney 
Todd, Company, Sunday in the Park 
With George, Merrily We Roll Along, 
Passion, and A Little Night Music. As 
if to preface that festival, a revival of 
Into the Woods is playing in Los Ange- 
les through March on its way to Broad- 
way in April. 

This season several gay and lesbian 
theater artists have turned to real-life 
characters for inspiration. Playwright 
Richard Greenberg's The Dazzle, about 
the eccentric Collyer brothers, runs off- 
Broadway through May, followed by a 
different production of the play in 
Chicago. In February, Alan Alda will 
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Drama and divas 

Spring stage stars include (clockwise from top) 
David Gunderman and Howard Swain in The Evic- 
tion; Elaine Stritch; Alicia Silverstone, Jason Biggs, 
and Kathleen Turner in The Graduate; Bea Arthur, 



star in QED, Peter Parnell's play about 
real-life physicist Richard Feyrtman; 
and lesbian director Anne Bogart will 
debut Room in San Francisco, drawing 
from the writings of Virginia Woolf. 
Room opens in New York in May. 

Playwright Tom Donaghy describes 
liis new play, Boys and Giiis (opening 
in New York in May), as being about "a 
couple of fags and dykes who almost 
destroy each other in the name of love 
and family." By way of explaining his 
choice of words, he adds, "The play is 

a little bit of personal anthropology." 

Another out writer with new work is 
Craig Lucas {Longtime Companion}, 
whose Tli is Tiling of Darkness, writ- 
ten with Da\id Schulner, opens in New 
York in May. The play is about two 22- 
year-old male college friends who 
share a birthday and, Lucas says, "in an 
unanticipated moment, share a rather 
dreamlike, even nightmare-like, vision 
of what the future holds." ^ 



OURSELVES ON OUR SUCCESSES - 

even the ones you never hear about. 

Pride Institute is the best place for gay men and 
lesbians to get help dealing with chemical 
dependency, depression, anxiety or other behav- 
ioral health issues. That's because many lesbians 
and gay men don't succeed in traditional, straight- 
run treatment programs. (How can you recover if 
you can't be yourself?) 

But most patients do succeed at Pride. 

Many of our graduates are eager to share the 
secret of their success. In fact, about a third of our 
new patients are referred to us by Pride alumni. 

Visit www.pride-institute.com and find out why 
Pride is the place to deal with chemical dependen- 
cy, sexual addiction or other mental health issues 
J ^ HP J r J" 1 TJ r J"< jj if you are gay, lesbian, bisexual or transgender. 

B^HHMMMMMMaaBaaaaBi Choose to recover where you can be yourself. 



TPRIDE 



800-54-PRIDE 
www.pride-institute.com 

Minneapolis - Fort Lauderdale - Chicago - New Jersey - New York City - Dallas/Fort Worth 





Screen to stage: Two Broadway musicals based on classic movies will debut this spring — TAe Sweet Smell of Success (left) and Thoroughly Modern Millie, 



With a nightmare-like past immedi- 
ately behind them, what does Lucas 
think New York audiences need out of 
their theater experience? "There should 
be room for anything and everything," 
he says, "Either a work of art was valid, 
coherent, and meaningful before the 
bombings, in which case it should re- 
main so, or it wasn't then and it won't 
be now." Nevertheless, he adds, "I don't 
mind the occasional piece of distrac- 
tion, fluff, silliness." 

Evenings with three of gay audi- 
ences' favorite divas might qualify as 
fine distractions. Both Bea Arthur and 
Elaine Stritch will have one-woman 
shows in New York beginning in Febru- 
ary: Bea Arthur on Broadway, honed 
in a recent West Coast tryout, and 
Elaine Stritch at Liberty, cowritten by 
Stritch and John Lahr. Then in March, 
Kathleen Turner will return to Broad- 
way as Mrs. Robinson in the first stage 
adaptation of Tlie Gradua te. 

Fresh gay and lesbian talents are 
also emerging. New Jersey-born Victor 
Lodato, winner of the Robert Chesley 
Award for Gay and Lesbian Playwrit- 
ing, has been honing his craft away 
from the bright lights of New York, in 
Arizona. He receives his most high- 
profile production to date in San Fran- 
cisco with the February premiere of his 
absurdist drama Tlw Eviction. 



Twenty-six-year-old Christopher 
Shinn — already well-known in Lon- 
don — gets his biggest break so far in 
America with the presentation of his 
play Four, which just moved into a larg- 
er theater [see review, opposite] after 
its debut off-off-Broadway last year. 
Shinn, a Hartford native, studied under 
Kushner and cites other gay writers 
such as Lucas as role models. "I remem- 
ber when I was 13 or 14 being in New 
York City and finding a collection of 
Terrence McNally's plays, which I 
bought secretly. The Lisbon Traviata 
was the first play about gay men I ever 
read. It was thrilling to know that you 
could do that, since there was nothing 
gay on TV or in the movies at that time." 

Not all the out theater artists produc- 
ing new work are playwrights: The gay 
directors who are responsible for many 
upcoming productions are embracing a 
diverse range of material. Busy Sean 
Mathias, who helmed the recently fin- 
ished Ian McKellen-Helen Mirren 
Broadway run of Dance of Death, di- 
rects Sondheim's Company in the D.C. 
festival and a Broadway revival of Tlie 
Elephant Man, starring Billy Crudup, in 
March. Christopher Ashley directs the 
new play The Smell of the Kill, a re- 
venge comedy on Broadway in Febru- 
ary, as well as the revivals of Sweeney 
Todd and Merrily in D.C. 



Nicholas Hytner (The Object of My 
Affection), poised to take over the lead- 
ership of Britain's Royal National The- 
atre next year, directs the stage-musical 
adaptation of The Sweet Smell of Suc- 
cess, starring John Lithgow, on Broad- 
way in February, while Scott Ellis di- 
rects Chris O'Donnell in the Broadway 
revival of Arthur Miller's first Broad- 
way play, Tlie Man Who Had All the 
Luck in March. In July, Ellis will also di- 
rect the Rodgers and Hart musical The 
Boys Fivm Syracuse, with a book up- 
dated by out playwright Nicky Silver. 

"The balance keeps you on your 
toes," explains director Michael Mayer, 
who directed Kevin Bacon in the cur- 
rent Broadway production of An Al- 
most Holy Picture, a poignant personal 
play about loss and faith, and will fol- 
lows it with a giddy new Broadway 
adaptation of Tlwroughly Modem Mil- 
lie, cowritten by Dick Scanlan, in 
March. "I see the relationship with the 
audience like the one you have with 
good friends — you can have a good cry 
together one time and then you can just 
cut up the next." ■ 

Raymond has written for The Village 
Voice and Harper's Bazaar. 



Find a list of theaters where these plays will be 
produced at www.advocate.com 
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Keith Nobbs (foreground) plays 
June, who's having an affair with a 
married teacher (Isiah Whltlock Jr.). 



Parallel stories about two teenagers — one gay, one straight — 
and their troubled first affairs show off the talents of young 
out playwright Christopher Shinn By Don Shewey 



Four ■ Written by Christopher Shinn 
■ Directed by Jeff Cohen ■ Starring Keith 
Nobbs, Isiah Whitlock Jr., Pascale Armand, 

and Armando Riesco ■ Manhattan Theatre 
Club, New York City ■ Through March 31 

Christopher Shinn's Four elo- 
quently captures the things 
people don't say on their way 
to not getting the love they 
want. Its quartet of characters 
couple up on the Fourth of July, hop- 
ing for fireworks. In the parking lot of 
an abandoned department store, June 



(Keith Nobbs), a painfully shy gay 
white suburban 16-year-old, meets Joe 
(Isiah Whitlock Jr.), an expansive 
black 40-ish married English teacher 
whom he met online. Joe is a night- 
mare of inappropriate behavior — he 
asks what writers June admires and 
then trashes his opinions; takes him to 
the movies, where he loudly asks per- 
sonal questions and makes a call on 
his cell phone; and eats nonstop. June 
cringes, dodges Joe's touch, looks like 
he's about to bolt any second, and yet 
remains tethered to this stranger by 



the handcuffs of a desire he can't 
name but can only fumblingly reveal. 

Meanwhile, Joe's daughter Abigayle 
(Pascale Armand), who's probably 
June's age, tends her offstage sick 
mother while doing an elaborate 
dance of approach and avoidance with 
schoolmate Dexter (Armando Riesco), 
who's every inch the stereotype of a 
jive-talking, basketballplaying home- 
boy, except that he's a red-haired 
white kid. She's way too smart for 
him, challenges his idiotic banter at 
every turn, and smolders with hostility 
in his presence. Yet like June, she is 
starving for sexual contact and is will- 
ing to mine acres of masculine obtuse- 
ness for an ounce of tenderness. 

At 26, Shinn is a young gay writer 
with an impressively assured voice. 
Four and a subsequent play, Other 
People, were first produced in London, 
where one critic opined that "Shinn is 
an eccentric and willfully edgy love 
child of Stephen Sondheim and Woody 
Allen." Awkwardness and indirection 
are the key colors on his palette, and if 
his plays are somewhat clunky, 
episodic, and repetitious, a strong 
whiff of recognizable humanity 
emerges from them in performance — a 
welcome relief from the mechanical 
cliches of TV and movies. 

Four is supremely well-directed by 
Jeff Cohen, artistic director of the 
Worth Street Theater Company, where 
the production reviewed by this maga- 
zine originated last summer with a dif- 
ferent actor playing Abigayle. The ac- 
tors expertly manage to track 
simultaneously the ever-shifting emo- 
tional underscore and the stream of 
non sequiturs that pass for conversa- 
tion between love-starved people too 
tongue-tied to ask for what they want. 
(In other words, People Like Us.) In 
particular, WTiitlook masterfully lets us 
understand Joe's boisterousness as his 
own mask for vulnerability, and Nobbs 
nails the terrified self-hatred that does 
battle with a gay teen's longing to con- 
nect. Shinn's landscape of desire is 
bleak but profoundly familiar. ■ 

Shewey is the editor of Out Front 
Contemporary Gay and Lesbian Plays, 
published by Grove Press. 
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Video valentines 

Tired of snuggling up to Desert Hearts and Beautiful Thing? Comedian Suzanne Westenhoefer 

suggests some fresh romantic videos for your February 14 needs 



■ ver since the flowers I sent her failed to get my 
eighth-grade English teacher to fall in love with me, 
| I have always been a bit of a Valentine's Day 

Scrooge. It's not that I am not romantic — I have 
I written my share of "Be My Valentine" 
poems and bought the heart-flavored edible un- 
derwear — but like many of us, I suspect, I 
find it easier to just let this manufactured 
holiday pass. And so I make the case 
for staying home with your sweetie, 
ordering in, and renting the video 
that most suits your Valentine's 
Day needs. In no particular order, 
here are some of my faves. 



For our gals who need some extra sexual stimulation, I 
suggest Bound (1996), a wild modern film noir with the 
luscious Gina Gershon. Unlike the heroines of most les- 
bian flicks, the girls of Round actually "do it." 
It doesn't hint that they turn the tables 
on some bad guys as well. 

Gay men have a plethora of pom 
from which to choose, but if the 
boys want to tiy something a bit 
more unintentionally erotic, 
go for Baby Blue Marine 
( 1976). This is all you need 
to know: A hunky Jan- 
Michael Vincent and 





What are you looking at? 
Suzanne Westenhoefer 
picks V-Day flicks. 
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/ 



THE ADVOCATE SB I FEBRUARY 1 9, 2002 



Coc 



a very young Richard Gere do boot- 
camp scenes. You can guess the drill. 

No recent lesbian film touches the 
romance and sexuality of Aimee and 
Jaguar (2000), now available on video. 
The love story of a Jewish woman and 
a German (and married!) woman in 
World War II Berlin, it gets bonus 
points for being a true story. 

Spike Lee's first feature film — and in 
my opinion his best — is 1986's She's 
Gotta Have It. Sexy, hot Tracy Camilla 
Johns is chased by three beefcake boys 
who jump through some funny hoops 
to get her attention. It's 84 minutes of 
heteros being irresistibly adorable. 

If you prefer your romance tinged 
with sadness and pathos, the Kevin 
Bacon-directed film Losing Chase 
(1996) is sumptuous and intense. Helen 
Mirren (be still, my heart!) flirts with 
anger, madness, and a luminous Kyra 
Sedgwick, Mr. Bacon's real-life wife. 
Might as well watch this in the bed- 
room and save time if you can. 

Cleopatra (1963): OK, yes, it is long 
and really over-the-top, but are we not 
homosexuals? The inventors of camp? 
Watch it to see Richard Burton and 
Elizabeth Taylor trying to act (badly) 
like they're not cheating on their real- 
life spouses behind the scenes. And see 
Roddy MeDowall flame out so brilliant- 
ly that he makes Sean Hayes of Will & 
Grace seem subtle. 

But perhaps you are alone this 
Valentine's Day. And not through any 
fault of your own but because that 
worm of a lover of yours has finally 
done you a favor and moved on. 
Maybe a different kind of video would 
be more in keeping with your "ro- 
mance and love are for morons" mood. 
If you can relate, allow me to recom- 
mend / Spit on Your Gmve (1978). It's 
a reverse slasher flick that follows one 
young woman as she methodically and 
creatively (read: lots of pain and 
blood) exacts her vengeance on a 
group of men who abused her. It is the 
ultimate in revenge fantasies and defi- 
nitely not for the squeamish or politi- 
cally correct. Happy freaking Valen- 
tine's Day, everyone! ■ 

Westenhoefer ivill spend 2002 on the 
"Banned in Pittsburgh" tour. 



v/ph Find Suzanne Westenhoefer's official Web page and 
U other related Internet sites at www.advocate.com 
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Cheeky monkey: Williams's new CD (inset) features Rat Pack-era classics 



Swing When You're Winning 
■ Robbie Williams ■ Chiysalis/EMl U.K. 
(import only) 

There's a moment during a spir- 
ited rendition of the Al Jolson 
evergreen "Me and My Shad- 
ow" when Robbie Williams 
lets out a wild guffaw after 
guest vocalist Jonathan Wilkes teases 
him with the promise "I won't tell any- 
body you're gay." As a rush of horns 
carries the song to a fittingly festive 
conclusion, the hearts of the British 
pop star's ever-ardent contingent of 
gay male disciples can be heard flut- 
tering madly. 

Despite Williams's assertions of het- 



erosexuality, queer listeners have been 
scouring his recordings and the gossip 
rags for glimmers of proof of the oppo- 
site. The tiny morsel offered during 
"Me and My Shadow" (which also in- 
cludes Williams cheekily ad-libbing, 
"[We're] closer than Ricky to confess- 
ing he's gay") only adds fuel to the fire. 
And it's difficult not to believe that 
Williams — who has long delighted in 
portraying himself as a no-boundaries 
party boy in the European press — isn't 
deliberately playing a little cat and 
mouse with his gay admirers on his 
loving paean to the swing music era, 
Swing Wlien You're Winning. After 
all, why else would he opt to also duet 
with Rupert Everett on the George and 



Ira Gershwin chestnut "They Can't 
Take That Away From Me"? Certainly 
not for the out actor's wobbly baritone 
range, though he is undeniably charm- 
ing as he interprets lines like "the way 
you haunt my dreams." 

Aside from its occasional queer ref- 
erences, Siring When You're Winning 
(which playfully redrafts the title of 
his 2000 pop opus, Sing Wlien You're 
Winning) affirms that Williams is a 
performer of considerably more depth 
than he's previously revealed. It also 
indicates that he's itchy to grow 
beyond the sometimes limiting para- 
meters of his original, teen-friendly 
material. 

Fashioning himself as a modern- 
day hybrid of Frank Sinatra and 
Bobby Darin, Williams runs through a 
set of tunes that range from the obvi- 
ous ("One for My Baby," "Beyond the 
Sea") to the slightly lesser-known 
("Straighten Up and Fly Right," "Do 
Nothin' Till You Hear From 
Me") with a perpetual wink and 
a smile. His passion for the era 
and its songs often carries him 
when his voice periodically fails 
him. Case in point: His creaky 
reading of "Mr. Bojangles" is 
saved by a burst of bravado and 
throaty belting midway through. 
A sharp ear can pick up the flaws in 
his performance, but it can also de- 
tect his sheer determination and brav- 
ery in taking on such a challenging 
composition. It proves that the former 
Take That member might not have all 
of his vocal chops, but he will some- 
day. At a time when he could have 
cranked out another set of pop ditties, 
Williams is taking what is ultimately 
an impressive risk. The little girls may 
or may not get all that ol' Robbie's up 
to, but the boys sure will. ■ 

Flick is senior talent editor at 
Billboard. 



Find more on Robbie Williams and Swing When You're 
Wflfl/ffgat www,3dyo ca te,C l) fn 
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Musician Magdalen Hsu-Li 
pours her own personal 
growth into the revelatory 
songs on her new CD, Fire 
By Margaret Coble 



Singer-songwriter Magdalen 
Hsu-Li gladly identifies as many 
things — including as a painter, 
musician, lecturer, activist, 
bisexual, and Chinese-Ameri- 
can — but has spent most of her life re- 
defining who she is on her own terms. 
Her music is part of that journey. 

"I clearly believe that it is my spiri- 
tual purpose here on this earth to 
evolve — to re-create myself as an 
artist and person on continuous levels 
and, by doing so, awaken others to 
greater possibilities in their own 
lives," says Hsu-Li, whose third album, 
Fire, is filled with finely crafted, 
melodic, piano-based songs that bor- 
row equally from pop, folk, jazz, 
blues, and even punk. "If I can help 
one person to rise above their adversi- 
ties, to see what's on the other side of 
their own 'fences,' then I feel 
I am fulfilling my spiritual 
purpose." 

Thirty-one-year-old Hsu- 
Li was raised in rural Vir- 
ginia by immigrant parents 
and subjected to "seething 
racism and bigotry" as an 
Asian-American child also af- 
flicted with Tourette's syndrome. After 
conquering Tourette's by sheer will- 
power at age 16 and working hard 
through therapy to heal her damaged 
self-esteem, Hsu-Li went on to study 
painting at the prestigious Rhode Is- 
land School of Design. However, after 
receiving her BFA, instead of jumping 
headlong into the New York art scene, 
she was sucked into the grunge-riot 

grrrl heyday of early-'90s Seattle. 

"I had no intention of becoming a 
musician, but music seemed so much 
more immediate and powerful an art 
form than painting in a room alone," 
the artist recalls. Hsu-Li studied jazz 
and classical music at Cornish College 
of the Arts until she was once again 
jolted by overt prejudice, from a facul- 
ty member. Using the incident as an 
impetus for change, she began per- 




Hsu-Li: "Music seemed much more powerful than painting in a room alone." 



forming and touring na- 
lionally; set up her own indie 
record label, Seattle-based Chickpop 
Records; and eventually quit Cornish. 

Hsu-Li points out that in the Chi- 
nese five-element system of medicine, 
the element of fire governs how a 
person builds such things as relation- 
ships, love, intimacy, and friendships, 
among others. So after spending 
several years working on those areas 
in her own life, Hsu-Li turned to that 

element when it came time to name 
her new album, a long-awaited fol- 
low-up to her critically acclaimed 
1998 disc, Evolution. Fire features 
lyrics that manage to be universal, 
political, and personal at the same 
time. "I sing from a heart which once 
was weak and battered and now has 
grown strong from the love and 
support I have created around me," 
says Hsu-Li. 



The greatest source of that love and 
support around her comes from her 
partner, Dale Fanning, who also hap- 
pens to be her primary producer (be- 
sides Hsu-Li herself) and drummer, 
performing with her when he's not 
playing with his jazz trio, the Living 
Daylights. "Many magazines continue 
to call me a lesbian, though I am ab- 
solutely 100% open about being bisexu- 
al," Hsu-Li says. "For those who don't 
understand [my bisexuality], I can't 

help them understand that. My music 
is the most beautiful and important 
thing that I have to offer. So I offer it to 
anyone. What they do with it... that's 
their journey." ■ 

Coble edits Dance Music Authority 
magazine. 



Find Magdalen Hsu-Li's official Web site and other 
related sites at y.'iv a. advocate.com 
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Enter the Ninjas 

Nate Meunier of queercore rap combo Ninja Death Squad talks about defusing 
homophobia with in-your-face lyrics By Steve Gdula 




Nin.ja Death Squad write and 
sing anthems for today's disaf- 
fected youth, but don't expect 
to hear their song "Homo- 
phobes Gaybash in Order to 
Suppress Their Powerful Homosexual 
Tendencies" on MTV's Total Request 
Live anytime soon. The queercore 
Ninja duo of Andy Bennett and Nate 
Meunier intend their music, and its 
message, for a very specific audience. 

"Andy and I are really strongly 
against fag-bashing and homophobia. 
We've had to deal with it a lot," says 
Meunier, the band's vocalist and drum- 
mer, who as a high school student in 
Vermont was routinely harassed for 
being bisexual. "We were the outcasts 
of our school, and I got attacked once 
by some skateboarder kids. It wasn't 
really bad, I just got shoved around 
and spit on," he recalls. 

Hardly unique, Meunier's experi- 
ence, unfortunately, mirrors the daily 
threats and assaults endured by gay, 
lesbian, and bisexual kids in schools 



The mod Squad 



Nate Meunier (left) and Andy Bennett get their message across with 
provocative titles like "If God Hates Fags (I Hate God)," 



across the country. "Vermont is pretty 
weird. There are a lot of queer-positive 
people, but there's a lot of homopho- 
bia," Meunier cautions. "I actually saw 
a bumper sticker that read 'Vermon- 
ters spread shit, they don't pack it.' 
That's the kind of stuff I have to deal 
with on a daily basis." 

Meunier's best defense in the face 
of such ignorance is his music. True to 
his band's name, Ninja Death Squad's 
songs are quick, lethal sonic assaults: 
Think early Beastie Boys, when Kate 
Schellenbach was still in the band, and 
you'll get the idea. 

With such intense subject matter, 
the Ninjas try to keep their senses of 
humor, even hurling the insults flung 
at them back at their assailants. "We 
use the same [slurs] like 'fag' to show 
people how stupid they are when their 



minds are locked up," Meunier ex- 
plains. Songs like "Army of Fag" and 
"If God Hates Fags (I Hate God)" are 
the Ninjas' way of draining their at- 
tackers of their venom. 

With the release of their CD, Appre- 
ciate Our Art, on queercore indie label 
Heartcore Records, the now-2 1-year- 
old Meunier hopes his music will em- 
power kids who face the same trau- 
mas he did. "Le Tigre played here 
recently, and it got me inspired," he 
says. "It helped spark my wanting to 
be on a queer-positive label and get 
our songs out there." ■ 

Gdula is a freelance writer whose work 
has appeared in The Washington Post 



Find Ninja Death Squad's official site, and other related 
sites, at www.advocate.com 
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Are gay readers more attracted to gothic stories? Literary minds collide as veteran author and artist 
Clive Barker talks to Christopher Rice about his second novel, The Snow Garden 




When Christopher Rice 
published his first novel, 
A Density of Souls, in 
2000 at age 21 and made 
no secret of the fact that 
he's gay, fellow out novelist Clive 
Barker was there to support and en- 
courage him. Barker seemed the per- 
fect mentor: Rice's book dealt with a 
dark, sexual secret among four prep 
school friends in gothic New Orleans; 
Barker's diverse and impressive out- 
put as a novelist, filmmaker, and 
painter has encompassed fantasy, hor- 
ror, and the very real dark side of 
human sexuality. 

To mark the publication of Rice's 
second novel, The S?wiv Garden — a 
labyrinthian tale of murder and secret 
sexual liaisons among a group of col- 
lege freshmen [see review, page 631 — 
Ttie Advocate invited the two writers to 
get together again to discuss their com- 



Young turk, literary lion 



Rice (left) and Barker pause for phofos outside Barker's Los Angeles office. 



mon interests; Rice's successful emer- 
gence from the shadow of his famous 
mother, Anne Rice; and what's wrong 
with young gay men today. 

You've used the word gothic 
[in connection with The Snow 
Garden]. The Advocate wanted me 
to ask, Do you think gay men and 
women, by and large, like the gothic 
more? Do you as a writer find it ap- 
pealing in a way that you wouldn't 
if you were straight? 
Yes. I don't really know what gothic 
means, but it seems to imply a prevailing 
sense of doom. And that's what being a 
young gay man in high school was for 
me — a prevailing sense of doom, that 
tragedy or danger awaited around every 



corner Violence from the homophobic 
jocks or the danger of making a sexual 
advance to the wrong guy. And the 
essence that's also in the gothic [is] the 
fact that the beautiful can be deadly — 

And decadent and rotted — 

Yeah. And the only way to achieve sat- 
isfaction is through extreme deca- 
dence, covert decadence, as well. Kind 
of purgings of your desire. But then 
New Orleans [the setting for A Densi- 
ty of Souls] is a big contributor to that 
for me because it is a city of decay, de- 
caying history. 

With The Snow Garden, I think you 
superbly averted or sidestepped the 
most difficult problem [in follow- ► 
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"I think young gay men right 
now are in a state of flux and 
transition. And I think too many of 
them are leading pretty lousy 
lives and treating each other 
pretty horribly. I see young gay 
men whose value systems seem 
highly questionable to me," 

— Christopher Rice 



ing up a successful first novel]: the 
problem of somebody saying, "Well, 
gee, it's not like A Density of Souls, 
is it?" To which your answer is 
going to be, "Well, of course it isn't. 
It's not meant to be." 
Yes. It had to be different because the 
the setting was different. Setting is so 
important to me. In A Density of Souls, 
New Orleans was a major character in 
the book. And in The Snow Garden, 
Atherton — this fictional town that is in- 
spired by Providence, R.I. [where Rice 
attended Brown University] — is also a 
major character in this book. But the 
difference — and this was an incredible 
challenge in writing it — is that in A 
Density of Souls, I had a whole city to 
play with. The first half of Tiie Snoiv 
Garden, in my opinion, is really driven 
by building claustrophobia You're with 
these kids in their stark dormitory, and 
there's a sense that the closer they get 
to one another, the less they'll be able 
to keep from one another and things 
are just going to explode. And main- 
taining that level of tension in the set- 
ting was incredibly hard. 

You've also got really wonderful 
character studies — I enjoyed 
immensely the moral complexities. 
I wondered whether you'd gone after 
a badder book, a book which had just 
a real quality of villainy about it. 
You know, who really inspired it was 
my father, who was a college professor 
for, I guess, 21 years. He once said to 
me, "There is nothing more terrifying 



than someone in their 20s who believes 
every single one of their convictions." 
And so I saw — in my one year at Brown 
University — I saw a potential for real — 

Villainy. 

— villainy on a college campus. 

So this does come, to some extent, 
out of your experience. 

Yeah — in a variety of different ways 
too. When I got to Brown, my group of 
friends were not united by a political 
cause. We weren't all gay. We weren't 
all straight. We weren't taken up into 
the fold, as it were. But at the same 
time, some of us were coming out of 
the closet. I was. I mean, it was a 
tremendously liberating experience. 
But we kind of regarded anyone who 
immediately got sucked up into an in- 
stant identity with great suspicion. 

Because it was likely to be fake in 
some way or another? Or likely to 
be empowering in the wrong kind 
of way? 

It would empower you too quickly, yes. 
It would be a quick fix-it and convince 
you that you had developed into a full- 
fledged adult faster than you really had. 
And it might subsume you. 

One of the things I love about your 
writing is how people just pop up, 
and suddenly here they are and 
they feel very real. [You've said 
that] Michael [in The Snow Gar- 
den] is an embodiment of a very 



extreme form of gay, moneyed 
white male in New York right now. 
You're fearless about writing about 
gay men in a very much less than 
attractive fashion. [Laughs] 
I think young gay men right now are in 
a state of flux and transition. And I 
think too many of them to go unmen- 
tioned are leading pretty lousy lives and 
treating each other pretty horribly. I see 
young gay men whose value systems 
seem highly questionable to me. The 
major character of the book, Randall 
Stone, is one of them. Yet because he 
has such deeper secrets that transcend 
sexuality, he also has an outsider's per- 
spective on the gay community of this 
college campus, and so he makes a lot 
of wry, biting, and bitter statements 
about them. At one point he calls them 
scholars and activists by day, muscle- 
hungry whores by night. But that's also 
coming from his point of view as a 
character and not necessarily mine. 

Good point. But if one puts all these 
pictures together — Randall, you, 
who Michael is, Jesse [Randall's 
hunky roommate] — it seems to me 
there is some part of you, Chris, 
speaking, because there are so many 
characters who either view these 
behavior patterns as grotesque or 
else prove that they're grotesque by 
their behavior. So are you pissed off 
by that [behavior], deep in you? And 
will it have gone by the time you fin- 
ish this book tour, and you'll be on 
to something else? 
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I think it might be gone by the end of 
this book tour, because the last book 
tour was all about me sort of furthering 
the statement that young gay men were 
some of the most tortured people on 
the planet and that any gay man who 
had to endure high school went 
through hell. Victim, victim, victim, wah 
wah wah wah wah. And by the end of 
the book tour I was like, "Wait a 
minute. The fat girl didn't have any fun 
either. High school was a private hell 
for everyone. We weren't the only ones 
who suffered." 

Though you are really good in the 
public setting, you seem to me 
fundamentally shy. Am I wrong? 

I am. I'm a shy person. I'm not a social 
person. It takes effort for me to leave 
my apartment. [Laughs] It takes a lot of 
effort for me to niaintain a romantic in- 
volvement, which I haven't been very 
good at. And yeah, the pit of my stom- 
ach just curls up, falls out, whenever I 
do a reading or get up to make a speech. 
But then something wonderful happens. 
Because I get so nervous that I'm as 
tightly wound as I can be, and I just un- 
ravel. Because there's nowhere else to 
go after that. You can't get more ner- 
vous — that would be cardiac arrest. So 
it ends up being a kind of exhilarating 
roller-coaster ride: going on a book 
tour, doing a speaking engagement. 

Were you tired of hearing your own 
voice at the end of the last tour? 

I was so tired of my own voice. I want- 
ed to go home and shut the door and 
just stay in my room, and [instead] I 
had to write a second book. [Laughs] 

Was that contractual? 

Yes, it was. And I did it on purpose be- 
cause I wanted to do everything in my 
power to prevent myself from being a 
one-book guy. No one was more sur- 
prised by the attention that [A Density 

of Sauls] got than I was. I didn't think it 
would sell the way it did, because it 
was so gay. I didn't think it would get 
the mainstream attention. I was not 
ready to be a role model for young gay 
men. And I was not ready to be any 
kind of politician, which is what I was 
asked to be. 

We had this debate about talking 
about your mom in this interview. 



It just seemed to me like you 
might be very well over that now. 

There will be a point when I won't want 
to answer questions about it anymore. 
But I'm still 23 years old. She is very in- 
fluential on me, if not stylistically — I'm 
not referring to her subject matter — 
then as a figure. She's still my mommy. 
And she's a topic that I consider open 
for discussion. But after this second 
book, the question that really makes me 
really just turn red is, "Are you still 
around because of who your mother 
is?" My response to that is, "If that's all I 
had going for me, A Density of Souls 
would have evaporated within 10 min- 
utes." I mean, people were just waiting 
for me to be nothing, for there to be no 
story there, no characters — just a col- 
lection of pages bound together with a 
famous name on it. 

Do you think reviewers to any 
degree came after you? I know the 
reviews were by and large very 
positive. I read perhaps one not- 
so-positive one. But you think 
when people came after you, they 
came after you because there was 
a family connection? I mean, do 
you think that was an issue? 
Yes. I think even if they didn't say it, 
that was behind it. 

The haters. 

I think book reviewers have a natural 
suspicion of any buzzed book, any 
hyped book. Even glowing reviews of 
a novel like The Corrections, which is 
the darling book right now, start off 
with "I was prepared not to like The 
Corrections because of all the buzz." 
Mine was a buzzed book. So they had 
their knives drawn. And I think sins 
made by first novelists that are some- 
times forgiven were not forgiven in my 
case because of who I was. 

That's a very elegant way to put it. 

And a very generous way to put it... 
I don't have any advice to give any 
writer. This is not advice, but does 
Hollywood call? 

Yes, absolutely. Absolutely. 

Is this a call that will be answered? 
Are they calling you? Miramax is 
there, and all of that good stuff. 

[Laughs] No, I'm getting some interest 
in The Snoiv Garden as a film. ► 
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Winter 
chills 

Murder, scandal, sexual 
menace — it's cold outside, 
but the campus sizzles 
in Rice's novel 
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The Snow Garden ■ Christopher Rice 
■ Talk Miramax Books ■ $23.95 



Christopher Rice's second novel 
is the engrossing tale of a mar- 
ried professor seduced into an 
affair with a mysterious male 
student. Set in a small, snow- 
bound Northeastern college town, the 
novel weaves a web of murder, scan- 
dal, intrigue, sexual menace, and se- 
crets. A l iiK'iualk ally iin lini'il author 

who writes big visuals, including ex- 
plosions, car wrecks, and gunfights, 
Rice also creates rich, enigmatic char- 
acters along with his plot reversals. 
Like a yarn by Stephen King crossed 
with a tale by Edmund White, The 
Snow Garden offers finely nuanced 
character studies as its pages whiz by 
to its chilling conclusion. 

— Joe E. Jeffreys 
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One other question: This is an 
incredibly melancholy book. It's 
not a book I could have written at 
23. Where does that incredible 
sadness come from? Is that you? 
Are you that sad? 

I had two major losses when I was 
young. And one of them was the dis- 
covery that I had a sister [who had died 
that] I never knew even lived. I found 
out by accident. A teacher in school 
slipped and mentioned it, thinking that 
I had full knowledge of it And I didn't. 
At age 6 it didn't even sink in, but then 
by 10 the questions started. And then at 
the age of 15 a close friend of mine 
committed suicide, which came out of 
nowhere. So there were those two big 
infusions of loss and death very early 
on in life. And I had two parents who 
were very willing to discuss both of 
them openly. There was no sort of 
whispering about it or "Let's not talk 
about that at the table." Maybe I have 
this darkness about me that I don't per- 
sonally see as that dark. But I think on 
another level, The Snow Garden is al- 
most the opposite of A Density of 
Souls in that A Density of Souls was 
this fantastical, kind of incredibly wish- 
ful book where you know the young 
victimized gay kid gets the football 



player. The Snow Garden is about char- 
acters who maybe had those dreams 
and they didn't come true. 

I think it was said about [Francis 
Ford] Coppola, "Those that the 
gods wish to destroy they make 
famous young." You're 23. Since we 
last talked, I've seen you in a thou- 
sand places. How is fame feeling? 
Very strange. Because it makes you 
question, as a writer, Can you remain 
the fly on the wall, the observer? I was 
recently at an event in New York 
where I was being honored. I did a red 
carpet for the first time ever — with the 
flashbulbs going off — and then walked 
into this event where everyone's eyes 
were on me. And I wondered, Does 
that [kind of attention] prevent you 
from walking away with the necessary 
perceptions a writer needs to re-create 
it later? The fact that you've been the 
subject of this hot glare of attention, 
that's the scariest part about it to me. 

Do you find that there is some part 
of it that you actually like — the red 
carpet, being honored? I mean, 
that's got to feel good, no? 

Yeah, it feels good. But with all the ac- 
colades and being honored, there is that 



kind of threat just under the surface of 
"You better keep it up. You better do 
something other than be cute." 

You're no longer invisible. Do you 
think that your melancholy will be 
touched by that too? 

No. There was an awful review of The 
Snow Garden published recently, and 
my father read it and he said, "Cut this 
out and put it on your wall and look at it 
and say, This is who I'm fighting.' " Cre- 
ation comes out of a kind of endless 
anger and a discontentment with the 
way the world works and a desire to 
change it. Not to fix it but to alter it or 
to influence it. So if that anger ever goes 
away, I'm not quite sure where my am- 
bition and my drive would come from. I 
feel happy living in LA I feel like I've 
started a new life, one that has promise. 
But I'll always feel a bit of distance be- 
tween me and the rest of the world. 
— With additional reporting by Daniel 
Vaillancourt 

Barkers 15th novel, Coldheart 
Canyon, was recen tly published by 
HarperCollins. 




Read more of Glive Barker's conversation with 
Christopher Rice at www.aOvocate.com 
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Panic attacks 



a gr^fg A chilling book unearths a real case of '50s antigay persecution 




Sex-Crime Panic ■ Neil Miller ■ Alyson 
Books ■ $14.95 



I 



I n 1954 and 1955 in Sioux City, Iowa, 
two children, an 8-year-old boy and 
a 22-month-old girl, were sexually 
assaulted and brutally murdered. 
I As a result a new law was enacted, 
and 22 gay men were arrested in the 
heat of a sex-crime panic. As Neil Miller 
writes in his compelling and chilling ac- 
count of the events, the law amounted 
to a warrant for preventive detention, 
the logic being "Take the pervert off the 



street before he can strike." 

Some of these men were entrapped 
while cruising rest rooms; others, in 
true '50s witch-hunt style, informed on 
each other and were brought in. Twenty 
were tried and convicted as "criminal 
sexual psychopaths" and locked away 
in a special ward of a mental institution. 

Miller paints a rich backdrop of a 
McCarthy-era Middle America where 
child molesters, murderers, and homo- 
sexuals were interchangeable. And 
few works of fiction have offered a 
cast of characters or motivations more 



y, Jl ?- :": | J 



complex than those in this true story. 

Best is the book's final section, in 
which Miller compares the 1955 Iowa 
law and its effects with Megan's Law 
and other sex-crime panic laws of 
today. He also brings us into the 
hauntingly familiar gay community of 
Sioux City today and updates us on 
the lives of the book's major players, 
many of whom, preferring to forget, 
would not grant him an interview 
about the nearly 50-year-old events. 
The children's murders remain un- 
solved. — J.E.J. 
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A shock to 
the system 



Andy Behrman, author of Electroboy, 
recalls his manic thrill ride from the 
New York art world to hustling, 
prison, shock treatments for bipolar 
disorder— and the journey back 
By Jay Blotcher 



In the early 1990s, Manhattan-based 
art dealer and publicist Andy Behr- 
man was still living in the '80s: Jet- 
setting, international shopping 
sprees, and drug and sex binges 
were all part of a typical week. On the 
social scene, the handsome, sardonic 
Behrman was a boldface name. Little 
did Behrman and his colleagues suspect 
that his spirited personality was the re- 
sult of manic-depressive illness. 

"The sicker and sicker I got, the more 
healthy people thought I was. Because I 
became more creative, more produc- 
tive, more efficient," Behrman tells Hie 
Advocate. "I just was totally convinced I 
was in control. But I wasn't." 

Over the course of a few months, 
Behrman's life became a shambles. He 
concocted a scheme to forge the paint- 
ings of his boss, artist-huckster Mark 
Kostabi, and sell them in Germany and 
Japan. But Behrman was caught, con- 
victed of fraud, and served time. The 
fabulous people in his life suddenly fell 
away. It was soon confirmed that he 
suffered from bipolar disorder, but 
more than 30 medications failed to 
smooth the jarring highs and brutal 
lows. In 1995, after a severe meltdown, 
Behrman agreed to 19 sessions of elec- 
troshock therapy. 

Electroboy: A Memoir of Mania 
(Random House) is the clear-eyed con- 
fessional of Behrman's descent into 
madness and his return. It is a vivid doc- 
ument of the 1980s and early 1990s, 
when greed, dolled up in Armani suits 





ANDY BEHRMAN 



Behrman today: "I made a pledge that I was going to tell the whole story and be truthful." 



and hair mousse, was celebrated as 
conspicuous consumption. Next to 
Electroboy, the books Bright Lights, 
Big City and American Psycho come 
off as pallid fairy tales. 

Behrman's book is sure to jar his old 
circle. Kostabi, whose career never re- 
bounded from the forgery case, has al- 
ready complained. But old colleagues 
may be most unsettled by Behrman's 
sexual candor. Although living with a 
woman for five years, he pursued what 
he calls an "omnisexual" path. (Hyper- 
sexuality is a common trait in bipolar 
people.) He had numerous anonymous 
encounters with men, did some hus- 
tling, and worked as a go-go dancer in a 
gay club. 

Since childhood, Behrman has not 
drawn distinctions in his sexuality. He 
was always attracted to both men and 
women. Manic-depressive illness accel- 
erated those desires. "You have to act 
out on every single fantasy and thought 



(hat comes into your mind," he recalls 
today. "Everything on the list needs to 
be checked off, even if it's having sex 
with this person. It has to get done." 
Medication has quelled the extremes of 
his libido. "But," he says, "it only takes 
two days off of antipsychotics to return 
to that place." 

And the fear of slipping back into the 
nightmare persists: "The scary part is 
that I never really know when it's going 
to happen." But he has learned to recog- 
nize the warning signs: a lack of sleep, 
changes in eating habits, increased sex 
drive, and psychotic episodes. 

Behrman plans to write a sequel on 
coping with manic-depressive illness. 
But he emphasizes there is no quick fix: 
"You're stuck with it for life." ■ 

Blotclier unites for The New York Times. 



Find more on Andy Behrman, Electroboy, and links to 
related Internet sites at www.advocate.com 
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Irreconcilable indifference 




Uary Indiana seems to have 
forged a literary career from 
the gay dregs of life. In his lac- 
erating social satire Resent- 
ment, a hapless homosexual 
journalist covers the court case of two 
brothers (modeled after Erik and Lyle 
Menendez) who murdered their sexual- 
ly abusive father. In his following book, 
Three Month Fever, a serial-killing gay 
golem (Andrew Cunanan) reveals the 
twisted machinations of his mind. 

But now it's the straight sociopaths' 
turn. With Depraved Indifference, his 
fifth novel and the final book in his 
"American crime trilogy," the openly 
gay Indiana follows the peregrinations 
of an incestuous mother-and-son team 
of grifters. This is my revenge on het- 
erosexuality," the impish author playful- 
ly gloats. 



books are not re-creations of fact. 



Depraved Indifference was born of 
the creepy case of Sante and Kenneth 
Kimes, the mother-and-son con artists 
convicted of murdering heiress Irene 
Silverman. The novel stars the Kimeses' 
fictional doppelgangers, busty party gal 
Evangeline Slote and her thug son, 
Devin, "handsome in a chiseled, frigid, 
almost corny way, like an ice sculpture 
at a cheesy wedding." Yet the story's 
emotional center is Evangeline's boozy 
husband, Warren Slote, a soul-ravaged 
World War II veteran. 

"When I started writing the book, 
[Warren] took over," the 50-year-old In- 
diana says. "I'm a child of that Depres- 
sion-era, World War II generation, and 
having been exposed to the posttrau- 
matic effects of World War II through- 



out my youth, I got so sick of hearing 
about the 'greatest generation.' This 
was the greatest generation of alco- 
holics and dysfunctional fathers." 

Despite his latest novel's true-crime 
c orrelations, Indiana emphasizes it's an 
imaginative work of fiction. "Almost all 
of the characters in this book are in- 
vented out of pure cloth," he says. 
"What attracted me to this story, more 
than the Kimeses' characters, was the 
whole phenomenon of shell corpora- 
tions, credit card fraud, identity theft — 
all things that have entered our lives in 
the past several years but which people 
haven't been paying much attention to, 
although September 11 may have 
(hanged that." 

Indiana says the trilogy's common 
theme is the media's increasingly 
blurred boundaries between fact and 
fiction. "We now have a media culture 
that routinely misrepresents reality to 
us, whether it's a profile of Tom 
Cruise or a network news show," 
says the veteran journalist. "So I 
realized that whatever I came up 
with was just as plausible as any- 
thing that would be reported. For 
me, what links the Menendez 
brothers, Cunanan, and Sante 
Kimes is a real internal empti- 
ness. Some gap formed at such 
an early age, at such a pivotal mo- 
ment, nothing can fill it." 

Yet for someone whose "brilliant" tal- 
ent The New York Times described as 
astonishing in its "absurdist bleakness," 
Indiana is surprisingly not sour on hu- 
manity. "The way we now live allows 
us to easily dehumanize each other," 
he says. "But I've seen ordinary people 
exhibit extraordinary kindness, help- 
fulness, and generosity of spirit in dis- 
tressful situations. This is sappy to 
say, but I really believe that empathy 
can change the world." ■ 

Bahr wri tes for The New York Times, 
Us Weekly, and Interview. 



Find more on Gary Indiana and links to related Internet 
sites at www.advocate.coin 
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Steps 




to 

freedom 

Dancer-choreographer 
Danny Nguyen escaped 
from Vietnam. Now he's 
escaping the closet 
By Lewis Whittington 



Nguyen does a playful pas de deux with a work light backstage at Oakland, Calif.'s Laney College theater. 



I want to come out inter- 
nationally," proclaims 
San Francisco dancer- 
choreographer Danny 
Nguyen. He means that 
two ways. He wants his modern dance 
company, Danny Nguyen Dancers and 
Musicians, to be accepted in the some- 
times inhospitable cultural landscape 
of the Vietnamese and Asian commu- 
nities. He also wants them to know 
what only his dance family and closest 
friends know — that he is gay. 

"Vietnamese gays are still very closet- 
ed," Nguyen says. "I was always afraid 
to tell my community about my sexuali- 
ty. I sometimes felt I had to pretend that 
I have a girlfriend. I can't do that any- 
more." In reality, Nguyen, 38, has been 
in a committed relationship for six 
years with Eric McAllister, an IBM pro- 
ject manager. 

Nguyen creates at a furious pace — a 
feUow dancer calls him a "choreograph- 
ic machine." He teaches dance, runs his 



own company, and, to make ends meet, 
works in a restaurant. Currently he's 
preparing a work about the September 
11 attacks. "Images and ideas keep com- 
ing at me," he says. Meanwhile, his 
troupe is rehearsing Asian New Year 
performances for San Francisco's Viet- 
namese and Chinese celebrations, Sili- 
con Valley's cultural festival, and the 
Oakland Vietnamese Street Festival 

Nguyen's powerful, expressionistic 
choreography reflects his epic struggle 
to escape his war-torn home. The 
youngest of seven children, Nguyen was 
11 when Saigon fell in 1975. His family 
split up in order to stay alive. Nguyen 
remembers the carnage of that time and 
his father's words: "From now on, we 
have to face the real world." 

In 1982, after 30 attempts, 18-year-old 
Nguyen escaped from Vietnam and 
ended up on an 24-foot boat with 48 
people. They were rescued by a German 
oil tanker in the middle of the ocean. 
(Nguyen addresses this harrowing jour- 



ney in his ballet Endless Passage.) 
Asked how he could take such risks, he 
replies, "I'd rather escape my country 
and be dead in the ocean." 

For Nguyen and dance, it was literal- 
ly love at first sight. "The first place I 
arrived at in the U.S. was Honolulu, 
Hawaii, in 1983," he remembers. "There 
was a large color television at the air- 
port. I still remember seeing a commer- 
cial, with dancing, about a cruise ship 
and Las Vegas tour. It stopped me in 
my tracks. I knew that dance was 
something I wanted to do. When I got 
to San Francisco I started to go to 
dance classes." 

He'd had no exposure to dance in 
Vietnam or, indeed, to other gay people. 
Still, Nguyen was immediately swept 
into San Francisco's academic dance 
scene. He would go on to study with 
Alvin Ailey, Trisha Brown, Merce Cun- 
ningham, and Paul Taylor. "I became 
the first Vietnamese-American in the 
world who receiv ed a BFA and MFA in 
dance," he says proudly. 

All this time, he was sending money 
to his family back in Vietnam so that 
they could come to America — and 
telling them he was in medical school. 
Even after family members started ar- 
riving here 10 years ago, after finding 
his siblings jobs and places to live, he 
continued to pretend. 

When he finally confessed to being a 
dancer, they weren't supportive, and 
Nguyen doesn't know how his family 
and community wul respond now. "But 
they'll have to accept me," he insists. 
"Because I won't pretend anymore. AU 
of those years, I never dated. I was 
working or dancing or supporting my 
family. I often felt lonely. Six years ago I 
met Eric, and without him, I don't think 
I would have done as well. I don't want 
to have to lie about that anymore. " ■ 

Whittington writes for Dance Magazine 
and The Philadelphia Inquirer. 



Find more on Danny Nguyen and his troupe, plus links to 
related Internet sites, at www.adyocate.com 
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Breakthrough 
Scientific Report 
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Better MAN 

BetterMAN® is an all-herbal formula shown to reverse 
erectile dysfunction in lab animals as reported recently 
in the prestigious Journal of Urology. 

BetterMAN® provides two major health benefits to men. 
It improves sexual functioning by helping to obtain and 
sustain erections, counter premature ejaculation and 
enhance Libido. It can also dramatically decrease 
nighttime bathroom trips, improve urinary control and 
enhance prostate health. 

Safe. No side effects. 70% success rate after onlv 3 bottles. 
Effects are cumulative: Taken daily, BetterMAN® will 
result in ongoing enhanced performance. 

You can always be better. 

Feature article: Men 's Journal, May 2001 




Books & Publications 

"The Boy In The Mirror" 

A Seminarian Tale. 1-877-823-9235. 

"Maxine Sprtall" 

"Maxine Spitall". Her unusual adventure with gays. 
On-line and in local bookstores. 

Abercrombie to Versace... 
www.malephysiques.com 

Discounted photography books of the hottest male 
models and male physique photographers. 

Business Opportunities 

FILMMAKERS SEEK INVESTORS 

FREUDIAN HORROR FILM ABOUT REPRESSED 
HOMOSEXUAL TURNS INTO WEREWOLF 
718-729-7481 

BOUNCED FROM YOUR JOB? 

Looking for a Challenge? Earn $1000-$7SOO a 
Month. Visit Our Website at: 
www.N0B0ssN0H0w.com 

Attention! Work From Home 

Earn up to $500-$ 1500 per month PT or 
S2500-S8000 per month FT. Free booklet. Call toll 
free 866-253-7424. www.rucashcrazy.com 

New England Fitness Center 

Gym for sale. Gay owned and operated for twenty 
years. Urban Upscale. 2000 loyal members. 
Excellent investment, long lease, superb location, 
fabulous. Email bozella@hotmatl.com. Serious 
inquiries only. 

Education 

Accredited Universities 

Full credit for life and work experience. Free 
evaluation. All degree levels and fields. Very fast, 
private. Student loans, www.arrc.org. 800-951-1203, 
fax 413-674-9378. 



Etc. 



A Nude Yoga Retreat! 

For more info, contact: hotnudeyoga@hotmail.com 

Films/Videos/IVIusic 

www.vldeos4Gays.com 

Home of the $33 Falcon video. Also Jock. Mustang, 
Bel Ami. 

GAY CDs ONLINE 

Huge selection of Club/Dance Mixes and Imports. 
Lowest prices anywhere. www.484Music.com 



Gifts/Shopping 

www.QGiftsOnline.com 

Variety of merchandise is key to our uniqueness. 
Everything you need for your gay life. 



www.4webdirect.com 

Shop for just about every kind of lube. We have 
massage oils, games for couples, gifts, party 
supplies, and more, plus leather and related items- 
something for everyone. 

www.gayoutlet.com 

HUGE selection of gay and lesbian pride items, gifts, 
art, cards. Billy Dolls, lubricant and much more. 
Secure and private. 

Shop In Private 

Shop in private for over 1,000 personal products 
and private items. A discreet, private and secure 
environment. www.ShoplnPrivate.com 

Health & Fitness 

www.winssdbenefits.com 

HOW TO WIN SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY BENEFITS 
WITH OR WITHOUT A LAWYER. 



Sacramento • San Diego • Washington, DC • Long Beach • Phoenix • Cincinnati — 

This is a fantastic 

: RANCHISE O PPORTUNITY ! 

For additional information on how you can obtain a 




Cincinnati 



Bar & Grille Franchise 

visit our website www.HamburgerMarys.net 
or call Toll-free (888) 834 -MARY (6279) 

xX EAT, DRINK, and be*. MARY!™' 

Ft. Lauderdale • Las Vegas • San Diego • Washington, DC • 
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888-686-2698 • www.BetterMANnow.com 

Pharmacies & Healthfood Stores 



1 
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Hooked on Vermont Designs, Inc. 

Danby VT 05739 
877.453.6883 
www.hookedonvermont.com 



Internet 



www.gaytravelink.com 

Most comprehensive Gay/Lesbian travel website. 
Best Values. Best Service. 757-867-8177 

egaymarketplace.com. Auction to buy or sell just 
about anything. Free listings. 

OutRealtor.com... It's About Time! 

Lifestyle, news, sports, shopping, travel, finance, 
weather, real estate and more. 



PridePlace.com 



Introductions 



www.Shortmen.net 

Totally free website for men below 57" and their 
admirers. 



THE 
CONFIDENTIAL 
CONNECTION 



someone wants to meet you!* 

1-877-234-MEET 

USE FREE ACCESS CODE (14 
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interactive laaaztzmi 

male' Use FREE code 6749 



SINGLE? 

Visit: www.gaylesbiansingles.com 



Te N o 

www.teno.com 
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ISOpersonak.com - a Free Personals 
Service 

You'll never have to pay to reply or place ads 
Advertisers supported. 



Meet Guys 
Talk LIVE 
etin Board 



Bulletin B 




Meet Guys, Talk Live! 

1-800-PRO-MALE I-900-820-MENN$1.50/min. 18+. 
NPP Reno. NV. 



Jewelry 



TeNo-See ad at top of page 



Legal 



VVWW.RAINB0WUIW.COM 

Inexpensive Legal Forms To Protect And Legitimize 
Your Relationship. 



Parenting^ 



Growing Generations 

Building Families of Choice 
through Surrogacy for the 
Gay Community 

For a free information packet 
call (323) 965-7500 or visit us 
cm, era on the Internet at 

wvw.growinggenerations.com 



Surrogate Mothers, Inc. 

The nation s premier surrogate program working 
with gay couples/individuals has dozens of women 
available. Call Steve Litz, Attorney 317-996-2000 
for more info, or visit our web site at 
www.surrogatemothers.com 



Personal Growth 



wofljtfHOPf • ICCMMS 
ADV6NTUiVe TfcAVCL 

PCHJONXL GROWTH 

irmjTUXLrty • jclf oiicovtrvy 

Spirit J® urn eys 

MMM-MM • www.ipiritjourneys.tom 



Coaching/Spiritual Direction 

If you want to live a whole-hearted life, if you want 
to experience the life of your creation, you may want 
to have a coach. For gay men: singles and couples. 
For a free introductory session call Harry Faddis, 
D.D..CPCC. at 518-677-2010 or 
www.b3Ckdrjor.com/ankh/index.html 



Real Estate 

Buying...Selling...Relocating? 

Call Crossroads Real Estate Referrals today for a 
FREE REFERRAL to a gay Realtor 
anywhere.nationwide. 1-800-4-GAY-RELO 
(1-800-442-9735) 
and at 
CrossroadsRelocation.com 



NATIONAL 



DON'T 

EVEN 

think about buying or 
selling a home without a 
referral to one of our 
Top Gay/Gay friendly 
REALTORS. 

FREE Service Nationwide 

1 00% Confidential 
Read what our Clients Say! 
www.homelounge.com 

www.homelounge.com 



MOVING? 

Anywhere Worldwide 

Local, Interstate & International 
GAYMOVER.COM 
Toll Free 866-MOVE-GAY 



NEED A 
REAL ESTATE 
AGENT? 

www.GAY-HOMES.com 

(Don't forget the hyphen!) 

1-877-GAY-HOMES 

Free Referral 
Anywhere in the USA 



Celebrate life wit 
feign options by Ddtcc Homes. 

Nationwide 

800.642.2508 
dcltcchomcs.com 



ARIZONA 
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First Class 
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Real Estate Services 




602.230.7600 


I ROD 


HomeSmart 


1 WHITT 


wwwJtodWhlttxxHn 
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Historic 
Properties 

Phoenix, 
ScottsdaLe I 
Paradise Ualley 



Mario Romero's 

TEAM 



10'S I 



The Melcher Agency 

800 332-RELO 

(7 3 5 6) 
www.MarioRomero.com 

SOLOSOOfffix. nctcmn.com 



CALIFORNIA 



www.homelounge.com 

TREE realtor referrals nationwide. 



PALM SPRINGS 

DON • ROGER • BARRY 

18 YEARS CONNECTING 
DESERT BUYERS/SELLERS 

800-831-5391 

we@housestore.org 



ROI 



PAS 

Ttyards 
ios 



MinnvraivACY 
Cm 



John B. Rowe 

PuPTroi to Si^^l^l 

80d^4-2202 



2202 



Palm Springs 
Real Estate? 

CALL ME. 



Don Leckie 

Solutions lor Your Desert 
Real Estate Needs 

TARBELl REALTORS • Palm Springs 
(760)409-7088 • donleckieCn'yahoo.com 



Relocating 

TO 

San Diego? 
Call Me 



Art 
Huskey 

Over 25 Years as a Top 
Producing Broker in Our 

Community 

Prudential California Realty 

(619) 260-1160 
Email: huskey1@aol.com 
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SAW 

DIEGO! 

Residential Sales 
Since 1979! 



4B> Prudential YGfOUp 

1 800 545 6022 

mtris@aol.com 
www.metrosandiego.com 
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Luxury Travel with Style 



Worldwide Destinations 
The BEST! Fun • Casual • Refined 




aTau7« (www.DavidTours.com 



FLORIDA 



Sarasota's 




Leader in 




Lifestyles 




Donalp GEK1E 
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(941)951-6660 
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Rorida Gay Realtor Referrals 
1-800-346-5592 Toil-Free 

Gay realtors. Every Florida city! Relocating? Buying? 
Selling?? Free Referrals! All 50 states! 
RealtorRef@aol.com 

Ft Lauderdale - Homes to Hotels 

Gregory Isaacs, REALTOR®, with Ocean Wave 
Realty. 954-566-1015. 954-523-4688. 
Email: Gregory4FlaRE@aol.com 

www.homelounge.com 

FREE realtor referrals nationwide. 



Fort Lauderdale 



Andy Weiser 

Coldwell Banker's 
Top Producer* 

"Sun- Sentinel July 8. 2001 



Direct Line: 954-679-9972 
www.AndyWelser.com 



Tampa Bay 



Call for RpM Relocation Package 

Toll Free 877-607-0748 

TampaSteveRelo@aol.com 
RE/MAX ACR Elite Realty 
w w w. II o mesOf la m pa Ba y.com 

Steve Farst 





Rob Rose 


jn 


Fort Lauderdale's Native Realtor 
23 yean experience 

(800) Hob-Hose 

7 6 2 - 7 6 7 i 


www.southfloridahome.com 
robroseCa southJloridahome.com 



St Petersburg & Beaches 

Buy & sell with confidence. Russ Williams, Realtor. 
Coldwell Banker. 800-786-6927. 

Naples-Bonita Springs-Ft.Myers 

Adam Janowski. Realtor® 
Call Toil-Free 1-877-654-5218 
E-mail: okadam@carlabontenrealty.com 
Carta Bonten Realty, Inc. 

Orlando-Central Rorida Realtor 

MDaraio@aol.com. Arvida Realty. Profit from my 
experience Madeline - 800-624-8308. 
www.orlandobuy.com 



KEY WFST 

MABRY BLNNICKER 

REALTOR 

Preferred Properties I 

W:(305)294-3040 xl07 
H:(W5)294-1W 
E-Mail :Kev West 1 RE@aol.com 




HAWAII 



www.MauiRealEstate.tv 

Information on most Maui properties. John Hilt, RA. 
Pali Kai Realtors, 1-800-829-6284. 



MINNESOTA 



Minneapolis, SL Paul and Suburbs 

Dave Adams Realtor®. Buying or selling. Relocation. 
Referrals accepted. Coldwell Banker Burnet. 
612-924-4351. www.daveadams.net. 



NEVADA 



Brian Brooks - Las Vegas 

Real estate best buys. Free brochures. Brian Brooks 
702-247-4952 Realty Executives. 



NEW YORK 



HATE MOST BROKERS? 

MAKE THE SEARCH FOR YOUR MANHATTAN 
COOP OR CONDO STRESS-FREE! MY 20 
YEARS EXPERIENCE CHAUFFEUR-DRIVEN 
CAR & AFFILIATION WITH NYC S LARGEST & 
BEST REAL ESTATE FIRM ENABLES ME TO 
SELL $1 0,000.000+ OF APTS EACH YEAR 
PHILIP ALTLAND. VICE PRES. 
DOUGLAS ELLIMAN 212-727-6105 



OREGON 



Oregon? jbrttt@windermere.com 

I'll show you some of Portland's best listings, views, 
water, distinctive homes and great property values. 
Jim Britt. Windermere 503-708-6089. 



PENNSYLVANIA 



www.homelounge.com 

FREE realtor referrals nationwide. 



SOUTH CAROLINA 



CHARLESTON SC, FOLLY BEACH 

Compare Folly Beach Real Estate prices with any 
Island community in the US and you will realize an 
exceptional opportunity: Bed and Breakfast 9 bed 5 
baths Ocean Views $650,000 4 bed 4 bath Ocean 
front Villa $545,000. 4 bed 3 bath with Boatlift 
$495,000. Oceanfront lot $650,000. Folly Beach is 
only 15 mm from Historic Charleston and is a gay 
friendly community. Contact Ulf Hartwig or Keith 
McCann at 1-800-476-8444 



TENNESSEE 




NASHVILLE. TN 

TONI PACK 
Realtor 
Coldwell Banker 
Professionals 

Toll Free 
1-800-863-8544 
Mobile 615-4O5-9106 

TonJPickJlEALTOR-c<sn 



TEXAS 



AUSTIN, TEXAS 



BILL EVANS 

GRI, ABR, CRS 
I Accredited Buyer Kcpnricnuiivc 
www.billevans.com 
bill@billevans.com 
800-333-1890, 

^* PIN 1573 
lHhli ealprot 



VERMONT 



VERMONT IS WAITING 

VERMONT-Reproduction Victorian on 50 secluded 

riverfront acres. $210,000. 
www.realestatevermont.com; Mick at 800-243-2401 



VIRGINIA 



www.homelounge.com 

FREE realtor referrals nationwide. 



WASHINGTON 



SEATTLI 



-^/feeman &>~_^/ou 



ughty 



Relocation Specialists 

25 Years Combined Experience 
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Joy Freeman & Dan Doughty 
Your Seattle Area Experts 



206-255-7153 or 206-571-2370 
joy9joyfreeman.com 
dandPwindermere.com 

Windermere R.ETWall St.lnc 



Spirituality 



Become a Priest 

Lesbigay persons, serve God and community. 
Distance learning program leads to valid ordination. 
Write: EACA 1379 Park Western Dr. #329. San Pedro, 
CA 90732 



Travel & 

Accommodations 



INTERNATIONAL 



www.GayMexicoExperts.com 



British Virgin Islands 

Charming, tiny beachfront hotel with 11 cabanas 
and casual waterside restaurant on almost 
uninhabited Cooper Island. Great snorkeling and 
SCUBA. Established over 16 years. $95-$155 double. 
Brochure: 800-542-4624: Fax: 413-863-3662: 
www.cooper-island.com 

Turtle Cove Resort, Australia 

Downunder's great gay resort at Cairns in tropical 
North Queensland. Private beach. Barrier Reef and 
rainforest tours. Restaurant. Bar. All facilities. Fun 
and sun at the best location South of the Equator. 
Tel: 617-4059-1800. Email: gay@turtlecove.com.au 
Web: http://www.turtlecove.com.au 

www.ParisLatjnQuarters.com 

Short Term Rentals. Elegantly Furnished Apartments 
in Historical Townhouse. Central Paris. 

Puerto Rico Mountain Villa 

Charming traditional villa on 14 acres in central 
mountains. Great location for exploring the island. 
"Highly recommended for a romantic getaway" 
- NY Times Magazine. Brochure: 877-234-8570. 
www.PosadaEITamarindo.com 

RENT APARTMENT BY WEEK IN PARIS 

Stay in central Paris in a newly renovated, beautifully 
furnished luxury apartment with all the 
conveniences of home. From $100 per night. 
www.rentinparis.com to reserve your apartment or 
call Antome at 011-33-1-42-37-43. 
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DAMR * N 



I 



o 
> 

> 
—I 

LvO 



DAM RUN 
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www.damron.com 
800-462-6654 



c 





Fort Lauderdale Beach 

High Speed Internet Access 
Luxurious Business Suites 
Continental Breakfast 
\| Oceanview Sundeck 
Fitness Center 
Tropical Spa 
Heated Pool 




1.800.818.1211 



WWW.GRANDRESORT.NE 
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ALASKA 



Guided Kayak Tours 

View Seals, Sea Lions. Whales up close, in beautiful 
Sitka. Alaska. 907-747-8996. 
Email@kayaksite.com. 



ARIZONA 



Tucson - Tortuga Roja Men's B&B 

Southern Arizona's resort for men. Desert/mountain 
view rooms/adobe cottage. 800-467-6822. 
redtrtl@tortugaroia.com, http://tortugafOia.com. 



CALIFORNIA 




LUXURY VACATION HOMES & CONDOS 

Palm Springs, Palm Desert, 
Indian Wells, Ranche Mirage 
Nightly, Weekly & Monthly 
PALM SPRINGS RESORT RENTALS 

800-289-9110 
Virtual Tours, Online A variability i Reservations 
www.psrr.com 



Long Beach B&B 

Walk to beach. All rooms witl private baths. 

www.beachrunnersmn.com Toll free 
1.866 22I.0O01. 

Fantastic San Francisco View! 

Above Castro Street. I & 2-bedrocm suite. Low rates! 
415-241-0425. www.terraceplace.com 

PALM SPRINGS, CALIFORNIA 



Now a 
private 
men's 
resort. 




800-843-6908 

www.violasresort.com 



Bed And Breakfast 

Roger's Place. San Francisco Nob ML $45.00. 
415-441-5191. Where fantasies come alive!! 
E-mail: sfuncler@aol.com 

PALM SPRINGS PARADISE 

Warm Sands location with mountain views. 
1 bedroom 2 bath guest suite, sleeps 4. Clothing 
optional Pool and Spa. joelarmoe@aol.com 
760-323-9576 



COLORADO 



www.GayRockyMountains.com 

Travel, recreation, special events. 



FLORIDA 



DAYTONA CONDOS-DIRECT 
BEACHFRONT 

IGLTA member from $330/week. 
www.daytonaoceanfrontcondos.com 386-295-9276 



HAWAII 



Hawaii-Kauai Waterfall B&B 

Kauai's newest, most elegant, private B&B. Relax in 
pool/whirlpool spa overlooking Wailua River's 
spectacular waterfall. 808-823-9533/800-996-9533. 
Hank. 5783 Haaheo St., Kapaa, HI 96746 

Pu'ukala Lodge • Kona 

Spacious suites from $75 with breakfast served. 
Convenient to town, beaches. Real estate services 
available. www.Puukala-lodge.com, 888-325-1729. 



MASSACHUSETTS 



PROVINCETOWN! 

Lovely condominium or home vacation rentals, 
lbr-4br, $800-$2800/wk. HARBORSIDE REALTY 
800-838-4005 www.harborside-realty.com 



ST. CROIX 



American Caribbean 



CORMORANT 


BAY OWN 


ED VACATIONS 
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!999 

Ptison Doable Occupincy 

Round-trip Air 

from the cont'l. USA 
& Canada served 
byAA&USAir 


*dbl. occupancy in 
Superior room 

Airport 

ground transport 
on St.Croix 

Day Sail Snorkel 

trip to Buck Island 
National Park 


' 


See web sile lor details & restrictions 
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TEXAS 



South Padre Island, Texas 

The New Upper Deck Hotel + bar. Clothing optional, 
17 rooms, bunkhouse. pool, jacuzzi, 1/2 block to gay 
beach, year round, www.newupperdeck.com, 
spiup@aol.com 956-761-5953 



last word sheila knebl 



By any other name 



What's in a name? Juliet, despairing that Romeo's 
1 name was the sole barrier thwarting the lovers, 
H^^A asks the question and correctly concludes that "a 
|0B rose by any other name would smell as sweet." Yet 
Romeo was a Montague, and they both died for it. In many 



ways, we in the GLBT community 
face the same question. What's in 
an identity? Every newspaper arti- 
cle or headline addressing my 
freshman candidacy for California 
state office in 1994 began with the 
word lesbian. I wanted to say, in 
the same breath, "I'm not just a les- 
bian" and "You bet I'm a lesbian!" 

What I did not say is "Well, I just 
happen to be a lesbian," by which I 
always think is meant "Don't pay at- 
tention to my membership in this 
particular group; just focus on what 
a great teacher, scientist, mother, 
doctor, I am." Unfortunately, it 
doesn't work that way. Fortunately, 
there seems to be an emerging mid- 
dle ground in which we identify as 
gay or lesbian or bi or trans while at 
the same time it's not the big news 
about us. It is not, however, no 
news at all. 

I was thinking about this identity 
knot the other day while reading 
about Patrick Guerriero, the 33- 
year-old man chosen by Massachu- 
setts's 36-year-old Republican act- 
ing governor, Jane Swift, to be her 
running mate for lieutenant gover- 
nor as she seeks a full gubernatorial 
term. Although Guerriero has been 
identified in the news as a gay 
man — the Associated Press even 
called him "an advocate for gay 
rights" — he seems to be getting as 
much press (positively) for his 
work as a former state legislator 
and as a former mayor of Melrose, 
Mass., and (negatively) for his age 
as he is about his sexual orienta- 
tion. Perhaps we have reached a 



new balance, in which we can be 
known for being gay — and proud of 
it — as well as being known by our 
accomplishments. 

Martina and Melissa, who don't 




Patrick Guerriero, the openly gay candidate for 
lieutenant governor ot Massachusetts 

even need last names anymore, no 
longer hear or read the labels: les- 
bian tennis player, lesbian singer. 
But you don't hear them say they 
"just happen" to be lesbian. They 
know that that label also stands for 
a lifetime of struggle and that others 
need to know it. 

I have a cable show that airs in 
various cities across the country, 
called Get Used to It, in which we 
talk about current issues and inter- 



ests in the GLBT community. Occa- 
sionally I interview an individual 
instead of hosting a discussion, 
and the last two shows have fea- 
tured, coincidentally, men who are 
gay but who are not doing gay-re- 
lated work. 

Dan Zingale directs the powerful 
Department of Managed Health 
Care in California Gov. Gray Davis 
is so proud of him, he asked me per- 
sonally to interview Dan on my 
show. Dan is so successful at his job 
that he was recently sued by one of 
our largest health care providers 
after he levied a fine against it. The 
company even asked the federal 
court to throw Dan in jail for con- 
tempt. After only five minutes of de- 
liberation, the judge said no. Dan 
has been toiling in our community 
for years, first as an AIDS activist 
and now as a health activist. He's 
gay, but that's not the news. 

Tom Schumacher directs three 
divisions at Disney Studios: feature 
animation, TV animation, and the- 
ater (yes, all those Lion Kings and 
Aidas are his, and Mulan and Belle 
and... more). Tom has always been 
out at work, and he takes his part- 
ner of 20-plus years to every event, 
gathering, and dinner he attends. He 
is supported at work, but after this 
magazine profiled him, the hate 
mail poured in from the outside. 
The studio had an epiphany about 
what it means to be gay — that you 
can be supported at work and toler- 
ated in larger circles but every day 
you can still be in danger. Perhaps 
that was the news. 

Sexuality has become a cen- 
tral — and at the same time not cen- 
tral — part of one's identity. It's 
sometimes hurled in an epithet, 
sometimes spoken with pride. So 
you say you want an evolution? 
Who would have thought it could 
smell so sweet? ■ 



Massachusetts^ 33-year-old lieutenant governor candidate is getting as 
much press for his record and for his age as he is for being openly gay. 
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